jfitlm  (littlrr  ilnuh'n 

Cihntnt 

M 

timum  llnuiersitit 


■  k 


the 


INTEREST 

O  F 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

In  the  approaching  CONGRESS 
CONSIDERED. 

In  a  LEXTER  from, 

A  Newly  Ele&ed  MEMBER 

t  o  A 

Noble  MINISTER  of  STATE. 


LONDON, 

Printed  ftr  W.  BRISTOW,  at  the  Weft  End  ofSt.  PUT. 

Church-yard.  Mdcclxi. 

[Price  One  Shilling  and  Sixpence.] 


/  <  • 


(  1  ) 

«#  -r 


I 


T  H  E 


I  N  T  E  R  E  S  T 

G  F 

GREAT  BRITAIN ,  &c« 


My  LORD, 


SENSIBLE  mind  can 
fcarcely  reflect,  without  con¬ 
cern,  upon  your  Lordibip’s 
fituation.  Your  mailer  not 
contented  with  your  having 
been  the  inilrument  of  his  happinefs,  has 
made  you  the  Minifler  of  liis  glory.  He 
has  degraded  you  into  the  hrft  Poll  of 
Hate  he  could  bellow,  after  your  having 
the  pleafing  fatisfaflion  ol  forming  his 
mind  to  whatever  is  great  or  amiable ; 

B  nor 
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™  ,?id  m  think  k  fufficient  Aat  he  hk. 
^iddffljoy  the  benefit  of  your  Lord- 

P  s  abilities,  unlefs  his  people  fhould 
fiiare  in  them  likewife.  This,  my  Lord 

II a  fevere  Proof  of  Royal  Efteeni  •  and 
the  more  io,  as  your  Lordfhip  becomes 
a  Mimfter  at  the  moft  critical  period  of 
any  that  Great  Britain  lias  fcen  for  a  cen- 

tlUJ  P .  A  Period  perhaps  that,  politi¬ 
cally  fpeakmg,  is  as  critical  as  any  die 

ever  favv.  In  another  country  this  would 
not  be  .a  difeouraging  circumftance,  be¬ 
came,  in  other  countries,  the  Sovereign’s 
favour  can  protect  a  Minifter,  in  this  it 
nas  often  undone  him  ;  and  fometimes 

not  fo  much  through  his  demerit  as  the 
caprice  of  the  people. 

.  L'!)r  ^orG>  as  well  as  you,  am  enter¬ 

ing  upon  a  new  icene  of  life.  The  o00d 

opinion  of  my  country  lias  given  me  a 

Icat  among.  L  her  reprefentatives  j  and  if 

your  Lord fli ip  will  pardon  the  familiarity 

of  the  idea,  I  cannot  help  looking  upon 

niyfcll  as.  one  of  tile  audience  at  that 

gi  eat  political  drama,  in  which  your 

Lomfhip  is  a  capital  ador.  But,  my 

L0f.d*  fPe^«crs  are  the  judges  as 

rU  /S  tke  liearers  of  a  drama; 
they  form  the  bench  as  well  as  the 

pa,  and  however  dcfpicable  they  may 

be 
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be  as  individuals,  they  are  powerful  as  a 
body. 

m 

It  is,  my  Lord,  as  an  individual  that  I 
now  addrefs  myfelf  to  your  Lord  (hip  ; 
nor  can  I  give  a  better  proof  of  the  fin- 
cere  efteem  I  have  for  your  perfon  and 
charader,  than  by  imparting  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  the  ideas  I  have  formed  to  myfelf  of 
the  part  which  a  Bvitijh  Aliiiiilry  ought 
to  ad:  in  the  approaching  Congrefs  for 
Peace.  A  part  to  which  the  abilities  of 
few  are  equal ;  and  I  addrefs  myfelf  to 
your  Lordlhip  upon  this  head,  the  rather 
becaufe  the  Plenipotentiaries,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  their  full  powers,  mull  take  their 
diredions  from  a  Secretary’s  office  here ; 
and  tire  blame,  in  cafe  of  a  miicarriage, 
will  fall,  not  upon  them,  but,  upon  thole 
who  dired  them.  The  Lari  of  Strafford^ 
and  tire  Bifiiop  of  London  e 'taped  un- 
cenfured  for  the  T reaty  of  Utrecht ,  while 
the  Earl  of  Oxjord  was  tried  for  his  life, 
and  Lord  Bolinghroke  was  profcribed,  for 
the  diredions  they  gave  in  mca  lures  which 
the  others  executed.  If  other  nations 
pay  perhaps  too  finical  a  regard  to  the 
iludy  of  politics  if  they  carry  it  into  even 
ridiculous  refinements,  that  is  no  reafon 
why  it  ffiould  be  fo  totally  negleded  as 
it  has  teen  iu  Great  Britain  for  a  century 

B  2  paft. 
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pail  It  is  with  feme  concern  that  1 
mull:  obferve,  without  excepting  even  Sir 
William.  Temple,  we  have  trot,  iince  the 
Reftoration,  had  an  able  negotiator.  The 
many  Treaties  we  have  concluded,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  fyftematic,  have  been  no 

more  than  expedients  for  hopping  the 

wounds  of  the  day,  which  were  no  fooner 

clofed  than  they  broke  out  with  more 
mortal  fymptoms.  ... 

Notwithstanding  this,  nothing  is  more 
evident  than  that  there  is  a  certain  fyftem 
of  intereft  which  Great  Britain  ought  to 
purfue  with  relation  to  every  pov^r  in 

°Pe\ ancl  that  fyhem,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  take  place  at  the  approaching  Con- 

grefs.  Were  I  to  fpeak  my  mind  freely 
to  your  Lord  imp,  I  fhould  moft  folemnly 
dedare,  that  all  the  evils  which  Great 
Britain  now  feels,  arife  from  the  ill- 
judg  d  Treaties  her  IVIinifters  have  con¬ 
cluded.  Experience  tells  us,  that  the  can¬ 
not  make  war  upon  tire  continent  with¬ 
out  incurring  triple  the  expence  that 
continental  powers,  are  at.  The  French 
fen  hole  Oi  this  j  ■  and  their  policy  has 
CVu  been  to  patch  up  a  Peace  at  any 
rate,  till  they  could  lick  themfelves  whole 
ana  then  begin  afreth.  The  Treaties  of 
Fimeguen,  Vtrecht  and  Aix-la-Chapdle 

are 
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are  glaring  inftances  of  this  melancholy 
obfervation  ;  and,  another  treaty  of  expe¬ 
dients,  the  moment  that  France  recovers 
her  breath,  will  bring  us  into  the  high¬ 
way  of  perdition. 

As  the  fyfcem  which  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  propofe  to  your  Lordlhip  may 
appear  to  be  fomewhat  extraordinary,  I 
ihall  beg  leave  to  premife  a  very  few  ob- 
fervations  in  anfwer  to  the  general  preju¬ 
dices  which  Minifters  are  apt  to  have,  and 
which  I  know  they  have,  againfl  novel¬ 
ties  of  this  kind.  One  of  their  mod  com¬ 
mon  topics  is  ;  “  none  but  a  conquered 
“  people  will  fubmit  to  fuch  and  fuch 
“  terms”.  My  anfwer  is ;  if  the  French 
are  not  conquer’d,  we  ought  to  fight  till 
they  are ;  if  they  are  conquered,  they 
muff  accept  the  law  from  us ;  but  to  treat 
with  them  under,  even,  the  fhadow  of  an 
equality,  will  be  certain  ruin  to  Great 
Britain ,  unlefs  all  the  elements  have  al¬ 
tered  their  qualities;  for  I  will  defy  any 
man  to  bring  a  fingle  inftance  from  hi- 
fiory  of  the  French  ever  obferving  a  Treaty 
with  Great  Britain ,  when  file  was  in  a 
capacity  to  break  it.  It  may  again  be  faid ; 
“  At  this  rate,  there  mult  be  perpetualwar- 
fare  between  Great  Britain  and  France.” 
My  anfwer  is  -  u  better  an  open  war,  than 

another 
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another  infidious  Peace,  which  muft  in* 
vitably  plunge  us  into  expences  greater 
than  all  we  have  yet  undergone,  immenfe 
and  incredible  as  they  are.  In  thort,  my 
Lord  I  can  form  no  idea  of  a  Peace  that 
will  leave  France  the  ability  of  renewing 
war;  becaufe  that  would  be  to  her  a 
decifive  advantage.  But  it  may  again ’be 

U‘.'S  di  .  “  May  not  France  break  even  the 
itipulations  we  ourfelves  fhall  impofe  as 
well  as  thofe  which  may  be  concluded 
upon  the  footing  of  an  equality  r”  I  think 
net  ;  and  I  will  give  your  Lordlhin  my 
reaions  for  fo  thinking. 

GW  Britain ,  as  a  power  fubfiftine  by 
commerce,  has  nothing  to  fear  but  for 
commerce.  The  French  know  that,  and 
^11  defperate  paffes  they  have  made 
againfl  us  have  been  aim’d  at  our  com¬ 
merce.  We  have  indeed  parry’d  them, 
but  how  ?.  merely  by  our  fuperiority  at 
lea.  Had  the  French  been  fuperior  at  fea, 
thole  attacks  mufr  have  been  mortal  to 
us,  and,  the  moment  they  are  fuperior, 
they  will  prove  fo  •  let' us  bind  them 
down  as  firm  as  parchment,  feais  and 
oaths  can  admit  of.  Confidering  the  flate 
of  the  belligerent  powers  at  the  conclu- 
iion  of  the  Treaty  of  Jhx-la-C hupelley 
that  Treaty  was  far  from  being  either 

difgracefid 
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difgraceful  or  difadvantageous  to  Great 
Britain.  But  can  any  man  of  common 
fenle  imagine  that  France ,  when  Ihe  con¬ 
cluded  that  Treaty,  ever  meant  to  keep 
it  ?  No ;  flie  agreed  to  it,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  hinted,  that  fire  might  take  breath. 
She  had  formed  in  her  councils  a  fyftem 
of  commercial  rivalfhip.  When  ihe  threw 
her  eye  upon  this  happy  ifland,  and  re¬ 
flected  that  its  profperity  was  owing  to 
commerce ;  when  the  law  the  poverty 
and  diftrefs  of  her  own  inhabitants,  po¬ 
pulous,  plentiful  and  pleafureable  by  na¬ 
ture  as  her  country  is j  when  flic  reflected 
that  a  fuperiority  in  commerce  would 
place  her  as  far  above  Great  Britain  as 

Great  Britain  is  above  the  meaneft  ftate 

.  *  .  ,  .  % 

in  Europe ;  the  then  dropt  all  confedera¬ 
tions  but  that  of  improving  and  employ¬ 
ing  her  marine.  Twenty  millions  of 
livres  a  year,  and  if  that  was  not  fuffi- 
cient,  double,  nay  triple  the  fum  were 
deducted  from  the  land  eftablifhment. 
and  fet  apart  for  the  fea  fervice  ;  and  fo 
promifmg  an  afpeCt  did  this  new  fyftem 
bear,  when  carried  into  execution,  that 
flie  thought  herfelf  a  match  for  the  Bri- 
tijh  marine. 

But  thanks  to  heaven,  to  ufe  a  vulgar 
expreffion,  flie  halloo’d  before  the  was 

out 
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out  of  the  wood.  Her  expeditions  were 
too  ianguine  for  her  drength,  tho’  her 

!l°  JCd  IuncloL!btediy  itnpofed  upon 
the  Bntijh  Mmiflry,  notwithftanding  all 
tiie  repeated  experience  that  this  nation 
lad  of  her  perfidy.  Senlible  as  die 
was  that  the  nerves  of  our  commerce  lay 
upon  the  continent  of  America ,  die  ne¬ 
gotiated  with  one  hand  and  armed  with 
thv.  other.  She  knew  the  Bntijh  nation 
would  not  differ  their  rights  to  their  Ame- 
i  lean  pcfledions  to  come  under  a  difeuf- 
iion  ;  die  invented  a  chicane  about  what 
thofe  podedions  were,  and  our  court  mod: 
inadvertently  fell  into  the  fnare.  We  ap¬ 
pointed  commiflaries — of  their  abilities  I 
frail  be  filent. - The  fee ne  of  negotia¬ 

tion  was  laid  at  Paris.  They  treated 
over  maps  and  plans  about  fixing  the  very 
limits  which  the  French  were  invading 
with  diips  and  troops.  Happily  for  this 
nation  the  vigilance  of  fome  of  our  Ame¬ 
rican  planters  fpread  an  alarm  of  our 
danger,  which  reached  the  throne,  and 
the  fubfequent  ads  of  hollility  at  lad: 
opened  our  eyes.  What  followed  is  too 
well  known  for  me  to  recapitulate  it 
here.  I  diall  therefore,  in  very  few  words, 
fum  up  what  I  have  to  fay  on  this 
fyead. 


This 
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This  I  cannot  do  better  than  by  fu  pooling 
the  year  1761  to  be  the  year  1748,  and  that 

our  prelent  plenipotentiaries,  inftead  oi  AuA- 

burg,  are  to  meet  at  Aix-la-Chabelle ,  but 
fraugnted  with  ail  the  experience  of  the 
tra\ch  perfidy  and  policy,  which  they  have 
tried  in  the  intermediate  time  between  174.8 
and  1761. 

Wcie  this  the  cafe,  give  me  leave  molt 
.humbly  to  fubmit  to  your  Lordlhip  whether 
we  fhould  make  fuch  a  Peace  as  we  did  at 
t  le  vmngrefs  o i  Aix-la-Lhapelle ;  would  not  a 

B}  itijh  Miniflry  fay,  “  There  is  no  faith  to  be 
put  in  your  prdfefiions,  none  in  your  oaths, 
none  in  your  feah,  none  in  your  fignaturcs. 
We  mult  have  more  fubftantial  l'ecurities 
than  pen  and  ink  can  give  us.”  This  lan¬ 
guage  would  undoubtedly  appear  extrava¬ 
gant,  were  we  treating  With  any  other  peo¬ 
ple  than  the  French.  It  mull  appear  ex¬ 
travagant  even  in  treating  with  them,  were 
it  not  for  the  many  recent  proofs  we  have 
had  of  their  dilingenuity  and  Wicked  de¬ 
signs.  Were  we  to  carry  the  fuppofition  I 
have  mentioned  forty-eight  years  back,  is 
it  to  be  imagined  that  had  Queen  Anne's 

ini  iy  had  the  fame  experience  of  the 
French  deligns,  as  the  Minifters  of  King 
George  the  Third  have,  or  ought  to  have* 
they  would  havetrufted  to  pen,  ink  and  pa- 
pei  for  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk. ,  or  to 

u  map- 
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map-fecurity  and  to  charts  for  afcertainihg 
the  boundaries  o {'Nova  Scotia,  which  has 
coft  tliis  nation  above  thirty  millions  fter- 
ling  in  fettling ;  becaufe,  in  that  point,  all  the 
beams  of  this  widely  difieminated  war  aie 
collected. 

It  has,  I  know,  been  urged,  and  perhaps 
your  Lordfhip  knows  it  better  than  I  do, 
“  What  ftronger  fecurity  can  you  have  than 
a  folemn  Treaty  and  the  public  faith  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  or  to  what  purpofe  is  a  Congrefs  ap¬ 
pointed,  if  we  are  to  infill;  upon  what  is 
extravagant  and  impra&icable  ?”  My  Lord, 
what  would  feem  extravagant  in  one  fixa¬ 
tion  becomes  reafonable  in  another  :  what, 
m  * 

in  one  cafe,  would  appear  like  mean  diftruft, 

in  another  becomes  a  fair  precaution. - - 

Therefore,  my  Lord,  to  be  extremely  plain 
with  your  Lordlhip,  I  cannot  entertain  the 
fmalleft  notion  of  a  Peace  that  fhall  leave 
France  at  liberty  to  recruit  her  marine,  and 
perhaps  in  a  few  years  to  difpute  with  us 
the  empire  of  the  feas,  and  ftrike  into  ha¬ 
zard  all  that  ought  to  be  dear  and  valuable 
to  Britons.  If  fhe  is  left  at  that  liberty,  no 
man  can  be  fimplc  enough  to  doubt  that 
flie  will  avail  herfelf  of  it ;  and  if  fhe  does 
avail  herfelf  of  it,  it  will  not  be  thought 
prefumptuous  in  me  to  fay,  that  all  the 
blood  and  treafure  we  have  fpent  in  this 
war  have  been  thrown  away,  and  that  we 

have 
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have  our  work  to  begin  anew,  with  a  deb*- 
of  an  hundred  millions  upon  our  fhoulders. 
That  being  the  cafe,  as  undoubtedly  it  will 
be,  have  we  not  reaton  to  make  ule  of  every 
precaution  to  prevent  it  ? 

Having  laid  thus  much,  I  cannot  help 
owning  to  your  Lordfhip  that  I  am  puzzled 
as  to  the  application.  Was  any  one  to  de¬ 
mand  from  me  an  inftance  where  a  people 
not  ablolutely  reduced,  were  compelled  to 
hmit  (for  I  /hall  not  lay  to  abolifh)  their 
marine,  I  muff  go  back  to  the  Punic ,  the 
Athenian ,  and  the  Sicilian  wars,  and  to  the 
days  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  or  I  mull  bring  pre¬ 
cedents  founded  in  injufrice,  and  edablilhed 
by  tyranny.  It  is  Efficient  if  I  have  pointed 
out  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  meafure,  for,  if 
it  is  neceflary,  it  mujl  be  practicable. 

1  am,  upon  this  head,  forry  to  obferve  that 
otner  caufes  befides  the  native  perfidy  of 
France  concur  in  inforcing  the  abfolute  ne- 
cellity  of  limiting  her  marine  in  any  future 
Treaty  we  /hall  conclude  with  her.  It  is 
but  too  certain  and  too  melancholy  a  truth 
that  file  appears  to  have  got  an  abfolute  af- 
eendant  in  the  councils  of  the  Dutch  ;  that 
his  afcendancy  lias  enabled  her  to  fupport 
his  war,  and  in  a  great  meafure  to  recover 
10m  tnat  date  of  bankruptcy  into  which 
he  was  plunged  twelve  or  fourteen  months 
lS°  >  while  England ,  without  a  friend  in 

^  2  the 


the  world  that  can  ah  id  her  with  a  Tingle 
fhip,  is  tied  down,  and  has  indeed  tied  her- 
icii  down,  to  the  mod:  rigorous  obfervance 


of  Treaties,  made  at  a  time  when  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  fuch  a  fyltem  of  power  as  now 
takes  place  in  Europe  could  not  be  fuppos’d. 


Give  me  leave  therefore,  my  Lord,  as  a 
member  of  our  great  national  council,  to 
fay,  that  we  cannot  be  too  jealous  in  this 
relpedt ;  nor  ought  we  to  comfort  ourlelvcs 
with  the  thoughts  that  the  marine  of  France 
is  now  fo  much  reduc’d  that  it  will  require 
many  years  before  it  can  be  repair’d.  Were 
the  Dutch  out  of  the  queflion,  how  many 
hungry  northern  powers  are  there,  who  for 
the  fake  of  money,  can,  within  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  replenilh  the  harbours  of 
France  with  a  marine  more  formidable  than 
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fail  of  the  line,  which  fhe  is  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  to  man,  and  which  rauft  otherwife  rot 
in  her  harbours.  Let  us  fuppofe  what  is 
equally  probable ;  that  the  Swedes,  who  at 
prefent  are,  by  their  own  confeffion,  in  a 
ftate  of  famine  for  money,  ftiould,  for  a 
valuable  confideration,  fpare  to  the  French 
ten  of  their  line  of  battle  fhips.  I  fhall  for¬ 
bear  to  extend  thofe  liippofitions  to  all  the 
lengths  they  may  admit  of.  I  therefore 
fhall  but  juft  mention  the  connexions  which 
the  French  give  out,  falfely  I  hope,  that  they 
have  with  Spain ,  whofe  marine  is  admitted 
to  be  at  prefent  in  a  flourilhing,  if  not  a  re- 
fpeXable,  condition.  I  fhall  likewife  but  juft 
hint  at  the  uncertainty  we  are  under  with 
regard  to  his  Danijh  majefty’s  fentiments 
as  to  the  prefent  war;  nor  fhall  I  infift  upon 
the  evident  partiality  which  the  Dutch  every 
clay  difeover  for  our  enemies. 

As  tnefe  pages,  my  Lord,  profeftedly  treat 
of  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  at  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Congrefs,  I  cannot  form  a  con¬ 
ception  that  it  can  be  well  conduXed  with¬ 
out  a  ftipulation  that  fhall  bind  up  other 
powers  from  furnifhing  France  with  flip¬ 
ping.  If  there  is  not  tuch  a  ftipulation,  I 
would  not  infure  the  continuance  of  the 
Peace  for  eighteen  months;  nor  dares  any 
man  anfwer  for  the  confequences  of  a  war 

renew’d,  as  fuch  a  war  muft  be  under  cir- 

'  *  * 

cumftances 
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cumftances  fo  deplorable  and  fo  difidvin 
tageous  to  Gr«u  Britain.  But  Vy  £>H~ 

Sn  r““.tion  t,e  «4JL^ 

s&*"“ 

r  t  i  'viai  wnai  face  can  von 

ff1  •  I  would  bid  tlJentS 

pke  pen  and  ink  in  his  hand,  and  cdcU 
ate  what  Great  Britain  has  gained  by  « 
penduig  above  forty  millions  of  nfonev 

f'"  *=  ^  CWn,  of  GualZl 

-snegai,  and  I  lhall  throw  BeUiJlt  into  the 

batgatn,  produce  a  dear  revenue  o“  two 

millions  of  money  in  a  year?  Which  t,fc_ 

ing  one  circumflance  with  another,  is’  ihort 

or  the  lntered  of  that  capital  which  we 

have  “pended  in  the  profecution  of  the 
prefen  t  war.  e 

It  becomes  not  me,  my  Lord,  to  prefer] be 
b  notations  to  which,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
proper  and  neceffary  to  hx  our  demands, 
n  that  refped,  all  I  can  fay  in  general  is' 
mat  number,  metal  and  burthen  are  to  lie 

mud tL  ’  f  h  tha‘.  *  limi“'0"  of  each 
fu  .  c  we  intend  to  have  a  peace 

'  dUrab,!ea  if  it  is  not  durable,0 we 

certa'n]y  be  in  a  better  fituation  with- 

uf-  T  r*  the  Effronta~ic  (to  make 
,  !  ot  _a  ivWa  expreffion)  of  fuch  a  dc- 

jnaiul  is  objeded.  Examples  that  appear 

,  LXday  m  common  b‘fe  will  remove  that 
jedion.  A  man  who  borrows  money, 

and 
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and  faithfully  repays  it,  may  do  it  upon 
his  word  and  his  bond,  without  any  other 
fecurity.  A  man  who  borrows  money,  and 
does  not  repay  it  punctually,  when  he  ap¬ 
plies  again  to  the  party  he  borrowed  from, 
mu  ft  give  a  mortgage  of  his  lands  if  he  has 
any.  But  what  fhall  we  fay  to  a  man  who 
mortgages  thofe  lands  to  feveral  other  peo¬ 
ple  ?  Is  that  man  to  be  treated  with  that 
complacency,  wdth  that  decency  that  an  ho- 
neft  man  of  untainted  reputation  and  expe¬ 
rienced  ability  has  a  right  to  expedt  from 
thofe  he  deals  with.  Notwithstanding  that, 
there  is  a  way  of  treating  with  fuch  a  man, 
by  making  him  give  you  a  pawn  of  value 
equal  to  the  fum  which  he  borrows. 

Pawnbroking,  my  Lord,  may  be  Lid  to 
be  an  ugly  term  amongfl  polite  people  -t  but 
in  the  cafe  I  now  treat  of,  and  indeed  in  all 
cafes  of  the  fame  nature,  it  is  the  only  fe¬ 
curity  that  a  people,  fo  often  bubbled  and 
baffled  as  Great  Britain  has  been  by  France , 
can  have.  It  is  a  fecurity  which  the  greatefc 
dates  in  the  world  have  deign’d  both  to  give 
and  receive  ;  and  if  I  am  not  miff aken  more 
than  one  belligerent  power  in  Europe  at 
prefent  deals  in  fuch  a  fecurity.  But  1  men¬ 
tion  this  only  by  way  of  illuftration,  for 
jfridtly  Ipeaking,  Great  Britain ,  at  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Congrefs,  can  demand  of  France 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  depofit,  nor  in¬ 
deed 
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eed  lias  flie  any  to  give  that  can  be  of  aiiv 
fecunty  ,0  after  her  multiplied  breached 
of  faith.  The  limitation  of  lw  mar"  I 

ZU„  *en"  C.ffca“al  bec“f>=  « 

mourn  then  have  it  always  in  our  own 

rinl^f  °jpllf°rCe  thC  obfcrvance-  The  ma. 
me  of  France  may  ruin  Great  Britain 

muid  it  get  to  a  certain  pitch  of  ftrength 
The  marine  of  Great  Britain  never  can 
hurt  France  in  her  moil  interefting  con¬ 
cerns,  becaufe,  being  a  continental  power 
they  are  not  liable  to  be  affefted  b/what 
pailes  upon  the  ocean.  That  it  may  not 
be  thought  I  advance  any  thing  at  random, 

I  (hall  juft  put  your  Lordihip  in  mind,  that 
bemrc  the  reftoration  of  Charles  the  Second 
the  Engltjh  had  a  moft  formidable  marine 
when  the  French  had  next  to  none  5  and 
yet  there  is  no  man  who  reads  hiftory  with 
candour,  who  will  not  acknowledge  that. 
trance  was  then  greater,  richer,  and  more 
powerful  than  foe  has  been  ffoce.  But  it 
“  to  be  confidered  at  the  fame  time  that 
Jhc  has  been  fince  incomparably  more  for¬ 
midable  to  Great  Britain  becaufe  of  her 
marine. 

.  rFrom  wbat  1  have  faid,  I  am  far  from 
innnuating  that  it  ever  will  be  in  the  power 
ht  France  to  be  fo  formidable  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  as  foe  was  during  one  part  of  the 
feign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth-.  The  cafe 
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Is  now  altered.  France  was  t ii c n  powciful, 
chiefly  through  the  weaknefs  of  tne  Oihei 
p incesupon  t h econnncnr.  PruJJt ci  was  at  that 
time  fcarcely  mentioned  asan  European  po  wer, 
and  RuJJia  was  feldom  #fpdke  of  but  with 
contempt,  for  the  barbarity  ol  its  inhabitants, 
and  as  being  too  diftant  from  thegicat  Irenes 
of  addon  in  Europe.  Spam  was  generally 
under  princes  eaten  up  with  religion  and  in¬ 
dolence,  and  the  houfe  cf  Aujiria  was  weak 
thro’  the  diviflons  which  prevailed  amc-n^ft 
the  other  German  princes,  which  Fiance  ne¬ 
ver  failed  to  improve  to -her  own  purpoies, 
under  pretext  of  her  being  tne  guaianwe  of 
the  Treaty  of  Weft pb alia.  Even  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  did  not  then  know  her  own  ftrength.  , 
and  if  file  lent  fix  or  eight  thoufand  men  at 
times  to  the  continent,  it  v/as  looked  upon 
to  be  a  moft  extraordinary  enorr,  and  ex¬ 
claimed  againfl  as  an  unnecefiary  expence 
of  blood  and  treafure.  1  nere  is,  therefoie, 
with  regard  to  the  reit  c t  Europe  at  piofent, 
no  manner  of  danger  that  France  will  he 
able  to  give  law  to  tne  continent,  unleis  flic 
becomes  mi  ft  refs  at  fea,  which  fhe  cannot 
be  without  a  marine  too  powerful  for  that 
of  Great  Britain ;  in  which  cafe,  fhe  will 
undoubtedly  impofe  upon  us  the  fame  tcims 
that,  1  hope,  it  is  in  our  power  to  impofe 
upon  her.  When  fuch  a  delicious  morfel  as 

a  fuperiority  at  fea  is  within  her  view,  it 

])  would 


would  be  the  word  of  fcepticilm  to  doubt 
that  fhe  would  fay  to  Great  Britain.  £C  I  will 
give  you  peace  if  you  will  reduce  your  navy 
to  fuch  a  number  of  (hips,  and  fuch  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  metal,  and  all  who  fhall  be  found  to 
exceed  either  in  number  or  quantity,  (hall* 
wherever  they  are  found,  be  treated  as  pirates.” 

Such  is  the  language  that  France  would 
hold  towards  us,  was  (lie  in  our  fituation  and 
we  in  hers;  even  without  having  received 
the  fmalleft  provocation  from  breaches  of 
faith  and  violations  of  treaties.  She  would, 
perhaps,  even  go  farther,  and  prefcribe  to  us 
the  limits  and  quality  of  our  commerce;  and 
feme  may  think  that  we  ought  to  do  the 
fame  by  her.  But  that  would  be  carrying 
matters  too  far.  We  have  nothing  to  appre¬ 
hend  from  the  extenfion  of  her  commerce, 
but  from  the  means  (he  has  of  protecting  it. 
During  the  adminidration  of  cardinal  Fleurv 

O  s 

her  trade  was  immenfe  ;  but  not  being  pro¬ 
tected,  upon  the  fird  fpurt  of  hodilities,  it 
fell  a  prey  to  11s.  He  truhed  to  our  tame- 
nefs,  but,  happily  for  us,  he  was  deceived. 
The  fame  vain  prefumption  had  the  French 
before  the  commencement  of  this  war,  to 
cover  the  ocean  with  their  trading  (hips,  be¬ 
fore  they  were  in  a  condition  to  protect 
them  by  their  marine,  to  which  we  owe  the 
having  25000  of  their  bed  hands  now  in 
the.  prifons  of  England. 

Bub 
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But  what,  my  Lord,  mu  ft  have  been  the 
coniequence  had  their  power  been  equal  to 
their  injuftice  by  land?  And  what  tnuft  the 
confequence  be  fhould  it  ever  become  lo? 
And  where  is  th®  man  that  dares  pronounce 
that  it  will  not  become  fo,  if  effedtual  care 
is  not  taken  at  the  approaching  Ccngrefs  tp 
prevent  it,  ftiould  the  negotiations  arrive  at 
the  maturity  of  a  formal  Treaty? 

I  have  been,  my  Lord,  the  more  diffufe 
upon  this  point,  as  I  think  it  to  be  the  ca¬ 
pital  concern,  and  the  principal  point  of 
view  that  Great  Britain  ought  to  have  in 
any  negotiation  that  is  fet  on  foot.  The 
houfes  of  Brandenburg  and  Auflria  will  na¬ 
turally  terminate  their  difputes  by  mutual  in¬ 
demnifications.  Ruffin  feems  to  take  part 
in  the  war  thro’  rcfentmenr,  and  for  hire. 
When  the  fubfidies  (be  has  are  withdrawn, 
fhe  muft  be  difablcd  from  giving,  any  trou¬ 
ble  to  the  repofe  of  Europe.  Sweden ,  as 
ufual,  has  been  drawn  in  to  take  ftiare  in 
this  war  by  the  arts  of  France ;  and  has  nei¬ 
ther  the  means  nor  the  inclinatiqp  to  con¬ 
tinue  it.  The  elector  of  Saxony ,  in  like 
manner,  became  a  party  by  the  follicitation 
and  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria ;  and  as 
his  Brufjian  majefty  has  no  demands  upon 
him,  he  muft  comply  with  whatever  is  con¬ 
cluded  upon  by  t]re  other  powers.  So  that 
in  the  main  1  think  there  can  be  little  doubt 
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that  the  intercfts  of  all  the  fates  in  Enrobe , 
upon  the  continent,  may  be  brought,  at  the 
approaching  Congrefs,  to  a  happy  con¬ 
clusion. 

But  the  differences  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  lie  much  deeper,  and  their  in- 
terefts  are  not  fo  eaiily  reconcileable.  His 
Majefty,  as  eledtor  o [Hanover,  has  great  de¬ 
mands  upon  the  French  for  the  ravages  and 
cruelties  thev  committed  in  his  electoral  do- 
minions  during  the  life-time  of  his  Royal 
Grandfather.  I  (hall,  however,  fet  afide  that 
consideration,  and  take  it  for  granted  that 
each  mu  ft  fit  down  with  his  own  lofs,  for 
the  fake  of  public  Peace.  The  demands 

x 

which  Great  Britain  has  upon  France  arc 
net  to  be  fo  fatisfied.  Whether  the  Allied, 
cr  the  French ,  armv  have  the  upper  hand  in 
Germany ,  is  a  confideration  entirely  indepen¬ 
dent  of  our  American  differences.  Our  troops 
there  fight  as  the  auxiliaries  of  P raff: a ,  and 
the  protectors  cr  Hanover ,  which  was  mod 
unjuftly  attack’d  and  defolated  upon  our  ac¬ 
count.  rI  ho'  the  French  connected  Hanover 
with  America ,  we  never  did.  And  in  nego- 
dating,  wc  are  to  proceed  upon  the  fame 
principles,  as  if  we  had  not  a  man  upon  the 
continent  o [Europe,  I  fhall  therefore,  my 
Lord,  lay  afide  all  manner  of  confideration 
about  the  fettlements  and  ftipulations  that 
may  concern  other  powers,  and  confine  my- 

felf 
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klf  entirely  to  the  immediate  interefts  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  nature  of  a  Congrefs  admits-  that  cer¬ 
tain  points  between  tee  contefting  powers 
may  be  fettled  by  an  amicable  con  mile, 
and  that  each  muft  yield  fotnewhat  to  the 
other.  This  muft  undoubtedly,  as  I  have 
already  obierv  d,  DC  the  cafe  witn  all  the 
continental  powers.  But  where  is  the  point 


m  which  Great  Britain  can  rccece  m  her 
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demands  upon  France ?  Suppofmg  we  were 
to  rain  by  treaty  as  much  again  as  we  hav 
conquered  by  arms,  muft  we  not  ftill  b 
vaftiy  cut  of  pecker?  Suppofmg  Britany  or 
Normandy ,  or  both  together,  to  be  ceded  to 
us,  we  muft  ftill  be  lofers.  And  yet  iuen  is 
the  nature  of  a  Congrefs,  that  by  ag-eeing 
to  it,  we  in  a  manner  agree  to  yield  up  fome- 
what,  and,  what  that  ought  to  be,  is  the  next 
confideration.  For  my  own  part,  i  would 
agree  that  nothing  flaould  oc  given  up  that 
we  can  keep  without  prejudice  to  curl  elves. 

In  war  nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  diftrefs  an  enemy,  without  any  advantage 
arilin0'  to  the  party  but  what  refults  from 
that  diftrefs.  I  cannot  help  being  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  our  conqueft  of  Canada  was  an 
acquisition  of  that  kind.  It  was  glorious 
for  the  arms  of  Great  Britain :  It  wounded 
the  French  in  a  croft  fc edible  part,  and  dif- 

abled  them  from  continuing  the  war  upon 

the 
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the  American  continent.  In  this,  and  no 
other,  light  that  conqueft  was  of  benefit  to 
Great  Britain.  The  conqueft  of  Guadaloupei 
on  the  other  hand,  though  of  lefs  eclat  and 
lefs  detrimental  to  France ,  was  of  more  fo- 
lid  benefit  to  Great  Britain.  But  fuch  is 
the  force  of  founds,  that  the  one  has  been 
under-rated,  and  the  other  over-valued, 
merely  from  a  prefumption  that  when  Peace 
fhail  take  place,  one  or  other  mud:  be  given 
back  to  the  enemy. 

I  fhall,  in  compliance  with  an  opinion 
fo  univerfally  receiv’d,  fuppofe  that  fuch  an 
alternative  may  fall  under  the  deliberation 
of  our  minift'ry;  and  i  cannot  help  faying, 
they  will  in  that  cafe  have  great  difficulties 
to  encounter.  On  the  one  hand  all  the 
Britijh  fubjedts  in  America  are,  to  a  man,  for 
our  keeping  poffeffion  of  Canada ;  and  their 
imerefi  in  their  mother-country  is  now  fo 
great,  that  it  may  be  dangerous  for  a  mini¬ 
ster  to  withdand  it.  On  the  other  hand,  an 
honed  Britijh  Minider  will  regard  only  the 
intereds  of  Great  Britain ,  and,  if  he  fees 
them  incompatible  with  that  of  her  co- 
lonids  and  planters,  he  will  drop  the  one 
aud  purfue  the  other.  If  the  intered  of 
Great  Britain  is  confiilted,  that  of  otir  Ame¬ 
rican  brethren  never  can  be  hurt  ;  but  it  is 
extreamly  poffible  to  hurt  the  mother-coun¬ 
try  by  too  great  'an  attention  to  the  intered 

of 
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of  her  colonies.  Such  a  complacency  there¬ 
fore  can  only  be  called  weaknefs,  and  is 
fomewhat  like  the  partial  dotage  of  a  pa¬ 
rent  for  his  youngeft  child,  in  prejudice  of 
the  elder  who  never  offended  him. 

The  arguments,  however,  for  our  re¬ 
taining  Canada  are  pompous  and  plaufible. 
The  lecurity  of  our  colonies  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America  has  been  lirons'v  timed; 

C  J  c 

but  I  apprehend  from  miftaken  principles. 
Were  the  French  at  this  inflant  difpofed  zo 
cede  Canada  to  us,  we  muft  be  at  a  greater 

•  *  ,  .  o 

expence  in  maintaining  ir,  than  if  it  was 
in  their  hands,  unlefs  we  were  barbarous 


enough  to  butcher  every  Frenchman  there. 
Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  Canadians ,  let 
their  mother-country  make  what  ceflions  (he 
pleafes,  can  ever  be  reconciled  to  our  reli¬ 
gion  and  government?  Can  we  imagine  that 
they  ever  will  look  upon  themfelves  as  Eng- 
UJh  fubjedts,  and  that  they  will  not  take  every 
opportunity  which  our  indulgence  or  fecu- 
rity  (hall  prefent  them  with  to  (hake  off 
our  yoke?  Can  we  forget  that  Canada  itkdf 
was  originally  peopled  by  French  jeluits  and 
miflionaries,  who  {fill  prefe  ve  their  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants. 
To  that  influence  we  owed  all  the  mis¬ 
fortunes  we  met  with  upon  the  continent 
cd  America  during  the  courfe  of  this  war. 
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The  Indians  themfelves  are  no  other  than 
their  pupils,  and  are  taught  that  it  is  me¬ 
ritorious  to  betray  and  butcher  Englijhmen. 
If  we  look  into  the  defcriptions  which  the 
French  writers  themfelves  have  given  of  this 
country,  we  cannot  hefitate  a  moment 


in  concluding  that  our  conqueft  of  it  ii 
far  more  glorious  titan  folid  or  advanta- 
geous ;  and  that  Frame  itfelf  was  cut  of 
pocket  in  keeping  it,  and  that  Oie  never 
locked  upon  it  in  any  other  light  than 
its  being  a  nurfery  for  her  foldiers  and  her 
Tailors.  It  is  true,  the  country  is  improv¬ 
able  j  but,  to  Old  France ,  farther  than  for 
the  purpofes.  I  have  mentioned,  it  was 
not  only  ufelefs,  bur,  often,  burthenfome. 
It  was  the  confederation  ot  this  that  made 
the  French  government  put  in  practice  that 
infidious  iniquitous  fcheme  of  fecuring  to 
themfelves  the  back  fettlements  upon  the 
Ohio,  and  of  perverting  the  native  Ame¬ 
rican  from  their  allegiance  and  friendship 
towards  Great  Britain.  Had  that  fcheme 
indeed  taken  place,  Canada  might  juftly 
have  been  filled  a  French  empire.  But 
thanks  to  providence  it  is  now  defeated, 
and  Great  Britain  is  pofFeffed  of  all  thofe 
advantageous  firuations  that  the  French  had 
ib  infidiouflv  projected  for  themlclves. 

The 
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The  Englijh  government,  my  Lord, 
never  would  have  had  the  fmalleft  jealoufy 
of  France  upon  account  of  Canada  ;  nor 
would  they  ever  have  thought  it  an  objeCt 
worthy  of  their  arms,  even  in  time  of 
war,  had  it  not  been  for  the  encroachments 
I  have  taken  notice  of.  Thefe  became 
matters  of  ferious  confideration  to  us.  We 
effectually  difpoffefs’d  them  of  all  the  forts 
and  fettlements  they  had  made  along  the  O- 
hio,  and  then  we  conquer’d  Canada.  But  that 
conqueft  was  not  our  primary  cbjedt, 
and  is  valuable  chiefly  becaufe  it  difables 
the  French  from  giving  us  any  interruption  in 
fecuring  to  Great  Britain ,  thofe  advantages 
which  they  had  fo  unjuftly  pointed  out  to 
themfelves.  We  have  had  fufficient  time, 
either  to  do  that  (and  I  hope  it  has  been 
done)  or  to  render  every  thing  that  had 
been  done  by  the  French  irreparable.  We 
have  had  leifure  fufficient  to  profit  by  all 
their  fchenies  :  and  if  we  have  made  <rood 
ufe  of  our  time,  it  will  be.  out  of  their 
power  ever  to  renew  them,  and  therefore 
it  can  be  of  no  manner  of  prejudice  to 
Great  Britain ,  if  this  traCl  of  wild,  uncul¬ 
tivated  country,  fhould  revert  to  its  former 
polfefTors, 

But,  my  Lord,  reafons  of  d  more  co¬ 
gent  nature  than  any  I  have  mentioned 
makes  it  highly  prudent  in  us,  if  we  are 
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reduced  to  the  alternative  I  have  already 
mentioned,  to  render  back  Canada  rather 
than  Guadaloupe.  To  begin  with  the  weak- 
cfl.  Nothing  is  mere  impolitic  than  for 
£  nation  to  poffefs  a  greater  extent  of  terri¬ 
fy  than  her  inhabitants  or  fubjedts  can 
cnnivate.  .  This  was  the  failure  of  the 
ixGuiCiii  policy,  l  hey  conquer’d  trails  which 
theY  neither  could  people,  nor  cultivate. 

1  his  obliged  them  as,  for,  inftance,  in  JBr/- 
tciin^  to  keep  immenfe  armies  upon  the  fron- 
tie>  o  ci  ihofe  whom  they  called  Barbarians. 

It  ih  ix  miftake  to  think  that  the  Romaits 
conquered  one  half  even  of  the  then  known 
World.  But  their  rage  for  extended  con¬ 
quer,  however,  compleated  their  ruin. Their 
force,  which  was  immenfe  and  formidable 
when  collected  and  compact, was  feeblewhen 
diffipated  and  remote.  Ambitious  men  a- 
mong  themfelves  affumed  the  title  and 
reins  of  empire  before  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  or  the  reigning  emperor  could  re¬ 
duce  them.  Deluges  of  b  ood  were  fhed, 
till  old  Rome  became  at  lad:  fo  weakened, 
that  her  government  and  confutation  ex¬ 
pired  almoft  without  a  druggie,  under  the 
lwords  of  thofe  very  barbarians  whom  her 
civil  didentions  had  difeiplined. 

Remote,  my  Lord,  as  the  application  J 
of  this  remark  may  feem,  ,  it  is  far  from 
being  improbable,  that  the  fame  one  day 

or 
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or  other  may  be  the  cafe  of  the  B ritijh 
government  in  America ,  fhould  our  frenzy 
of  conquering  wafles  and  wilds  conti¬ 
nue.  However  we  may  flatter  ourfelves, 
yet  the  compleat  conqueft  of  Canada,  or  e- 
ven  of  all  the  French  fettlements  in  America 
would  be  far  from  putting  us  in  pcfleflion 
of  the  fix th  part  of  that  immenfe  conti¬ 
nent.  Nations  upon  nations,  independent 
of  us  of  the  French  and  Spaniards ,  would 
remain  to  be  guarded  againft,  and  require 
a  perpetual  Banding  force  to  keep  in 
awe.  1  he  confequenGe  of  this  muff  be, 
that  the  commander  of  every  petty  fort 
being  too  remote  from  the  feat  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  be  controuled,  will  become  a 
tyrant,  or,  if  apprehenfive  of  punifliment 
he  will  take  fhelter  with  our  enemies,  or 
with  thofe  barbarians  where  it  will  be 
found  impradtible  to  purfue  him,  or  to 
bring  him  to  juftice.  That  this  has  not 
often  been  the  cafe  already  with  the  Britijh 
government  in  America ,  is  entirely  owin^ 
to  its  being  fo  compact  as  it  is ;  we  polfeis 
no  more  territory  than  what  we  can 
cultivate,  and  therefore  it  would  have  been 
eafy  for  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
to  have  brought  to  juflice  any  military 
or  other  fubject  who  had  prefumed  to 
abufe  his  power. 

And  yet,  my  Lord,  compact  and  con- 
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tiguous  as  our  America  pofielfion  s  were, 
all  the  misfortunes  we  have  fuffered  in 
this  war  there,  were  owing  to  their  be¬ 
ing  lefs  fo  than  could  have  been  wifhed. 
Any  one  who  calls  his  eye  upon  a  common 
map  of  America  will  eafily  fee  that  thofe 
fcenes  of  action  in  which  we  fuffered  molt, 
lay  the  molt  remote  from  our  feats  of 
government  there.  This  rendered  it  itn- 
pradtible  to  give  that  quick  alfiftance  to 
our  troops  and  garifons,  which  their  fitua- 
tions  and  danger  required.  It  would  be 
to  recapitulate  the  hiltory|of  the  war  in 
America  to  mention  the  various  Inftan- 
ces  of  this  truth;  and  the  fadts  are  too 
recent  to  demand  fuch  a  review,  which 
would  be  foreign  to  the  fubjedt  of  thefe 
pages. 

But,  my  Lord,  if  fuch  was  the  cafe 
when  our  forts  and  fettlements  were  con¬ 
tiguous,  what  mult  be  the  confequence, 
if  inltead  of  four  or  five  hundred  miles  we 
fhall  have  at  lealt  2000  to  guard,  and  every 
ftation  not  within  1000  miles  from  any 
feat  of  government  to  which  our  officers 
is  accountable,  or  from  which  they  can  be 
relieved,  if  attacked;  and  yet  it  is  plain, 
that  if  we  mean  to  keep  pofielfion  of  Ca¬ 
nada. ,  we  mult  have  fuch  bridles  upon  the 
barbarians  ;  if  we  have  not,  we  cannot  be 
faid  to  have  pofielfion.  It  may  be  faid, 
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that  fuch  precautions  are  ufelefs,  becaufe 
we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
natives  if  we  make  them  our  friends. 
gut  —  fic  not  us  Ulyfesi  have  we  fo  little 
experience  of  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
jefuits  and  miffionaries,  as  to  imagine  they 
will  not  put  in  praflice  all  their  infernal 
machinations,  which  have  been  already 
but  too  fuccefsful  in  rendering  thofe  barba¬ 
rians  our  enemies. 

The  mention  of  this,  my  Lord,  leads  to 
a  confideration  which,  is  by  no  means, 
foreign  to  my  iubjeCt,  and  that  is,  that  in 
whatever  fhape  our  American  differences 
with  the  French  may  terminate,  it  will  be  to 
highly  expedient,  if  not  abfolutely  neceffary, 
for  this  government,  to  make  fome  more 
effectual  provifion,  than  it  has  hitherto  done, 
for  counteracting  the  religions'  practices  of 
our  enemies  upon  that  continent.  To 
that  negleCt  we  owe  the  lofs  of  the  friend-r 
fhip  of  thofe  Indians  which  has  been  fo 
fatal  to  our  fellow  fubjeCts  during  the 
courfe  of  this  war.  The  more  barbarous 
a  people  is,  the  more  liable  are  their 
minds  to  religious  impreflions,  and  the 
more  apt  to  fwallow  the  groffeft  delulions. 
The  French  fenfible  of  this  have  been  in¬ 
defatigable  in  fetting  apart  a  number  of 
their  ecclefiaftics  for  fuch  millions,  and  in 
giving  them  a  proper  education  for  the  fame. 

They 
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They  have  found  their  account  in  it 

and  we  may -be  now  fenfible  of  the  fatal 
confequences. 

Sorry  I  am  to  fay  it,  that  this  matter 
icuns  never  to  have  entered  into  the  heads 
ot  any  of  our  miniders  of  whatever  party 
°r  Pr°feflion-  they  were.  If  there  is  l 
profligate  who  has  got  the  fmalleft  tincffore 
o  eruditton,  whofe  vices  have  rendered 
him  difgraceful  in  the  community  and 
burthenfome  to  his  friends,  he  is  fiire  to 
get  into  orders,  and  to  be  provided  for  in 

ThithCr  he  S°es>  has  a  corn- 

table  Settlement  j  being  a  good  com¬ 
panion  either  to  tell  a  merry  dory,  or  to 
llng  a  good  fong,  he  is  carreffed  by  the 
mod  eminent  plantersj  he  lives  well,  gallops 
over  the  bare  exercifes  of  his  function,  and 
thinks  of  nothing  elfe,  becaufe  there  is  no 
power  in  that  part  of  the  globe,  that  can 
compel  him  to  do  more.  The  travelling 
for  the  converfion  of  the  native  Indian! 
the.  having  pains  to  indrud:  them  in  the 
duties  of  religion,  or  in  conciliating  them1 
to  the  friendthip  or  intercourfe  of  the 
unglifi,  are  to  him  the  mod  unintelligible 
of  all  myderies.  The  French,  on  the  o- 
ticrhand,  like  the  Pharifces  of  old,  ccm- 
pais  fea  and  land  to  make  profelytes. 
Hence  it  is,  that  if  thole  barbarians  accept 
°  Glii  c,vhities,  and  even  prefents,  -  it  is 

with 
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with  a  defign  to  employ  them  againft  our-* 
felves ;  and  even  their  intereft,  tho’  the 
mod;  barbarous  among  them  dearly  love  it, 
is  not  fo  prevalent  with  them  as  their 
attachment  to  the  dodrines  and  perfons  of 
thofe  miffionaries. 

How  eafy,  my  Lord,  will  it  be  for  our 
government,  by  a  proper  attention,  to  coun¬ 
terwork  this  poifon  which  has  operated  fo 
fatally  againft  the  Britifi  planters  in  A- 
merica.  A  proper  regulation,  or  rather  in- 
ftitution,  of  ecclefiaftical  government  on 
that  continent,  might  do  great  things.  But 
the  choice  of  proper  agents  here  would  do 
much  greater,  and  perhaps  at  the  approach¬ 
ing  congrefs  it  may  not  he  improper  for 
the  Britijh  Plenipotentiaries  to  infift  upon 
treating  every  French  miffionary  as  a  felon, 
if  he  is  found  without  the  boundary  that 
fhall  be  affigned  to  him.  Unlefs  fome  ex- 
oedientof  that  kind  is  fallen  upon,  it  will 
De  in  vain  for  us  to  negotiate,  let  us  do 
it  everfo  fuccefsfully.  Whether  we  give  up, 
or  retain,  Canada ,  we  (hall  have  the  Indians 
for  our  perpetual  enemies,  and  we  (hall 
be  at  the  eternal  growing  expence  of 
maintaining  a  large  military  force  to  keep 
them  in  awe,  and  that  too,  perhaps,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  do  it,  on  account  of 
the  diftance  of  our  garrifons  from  fupport 
and  relief. 

Having 
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Having  thus,  my  Lord,  explained  my 
weakeft  reafons  why  we  ought  to  give  up 
Canada  rather  than  Guadaloupe ,  I  fh all  but 
juft  add  that  our  colonies  in  America,  as 
they  ffand  at  prefent,  require  no  acceffion 
of  territory  for  their  fecurity,  provided  we 
keep  poffefiion  of  the  forts  ereCted  by  the 
French  upon  our  back  fettlements.  If  we 
can  improve  and  cultivate  the  lands  we 
already  have  there,  it  is  as  much  as  pofiibly 
we  can  do.  It  will  require  many  years  be¬ 
fore  we  can  effectually  do  even  that.  But 
when  we  can  do  it  effectually,  by  adding 
population  to  improvement,  all  the  arts  of 
Spain,  Rome  and  France  never  can  prevail 
againft  us. 

i  have,  my  Lord,  made  ufo  of  the  word 
population,  becaufe  it  leads  me  to  another 
important  confideration,  connected  with 
my  fubjeCt.  England,  itfelf  though  infinite¬ 
ly  more  populous,  is  lefs  in  extent  than  our 
American  colonies  is  but  imperfectly  peo¬ 
pled,  and  confequently  improved,  when 
compared  to  Holland .  The  improvement 
or  cultivation  therefore  of  Britifh- America , 
which  I  mention,  is  only  to  be  underftood 
comparatively  with  the  French  or  Spanijh 
America,  which  falls  far  fhort  of  ours 
in  both  thofe  refpeCts,  becaufe  neither  of 
them  is,  proportionably,  fo  well  peopled.  It 
is  no  paradox  to  fay,  that  had  we  double 

the 
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the  number  of  inhabitants  there,  that  we 
have  now,  we  fhould  be  doubly  richer 
there,  and  not  a  fingle  individual  the  poor¬ 
er.  It  would  perhaps  be  no  eafy  matter  to 
convince  a  Britifh  American  planter  of  this 
propofition ;  but  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  1000  acres  of  land  well  culti¬ 
vated,  and  fubftantially  improved  in  the 
hands  of  twenty  proprietors,  is  of  more 
real  advantage  to  this  country,  than  2000® 
acres  could  be  in  the  hands  of  five  pro¬ 
prietors.  The  private  riches  of  thofe  five 
proprietors  is  no  confideration  to  Great 
Britain ,  or,  if  it  is,  it  turns  to  her  prejudice, 
becaufe  it  implies  a  monopoly  of  that  which 
ought  to  be  for  her  advantage.  For  let  thofe 
five  Proprietors  be  pofTeft  of  the  mines  of 
Peru ,  they  cannot  be  of  benefit  to  their  native 
country,  unlefs  they  have  hands  to  con- 
fume  our  manufactures  and  commodities. 
There  is  therefore,  from  this  principle,  a 
clear  deduction,  that  the  greater  number 
of  hands  employed  in  improving  and  cul¬ 
tivating  Britifh  America ,  the  more  bene¬ 
ficial  it  muft  prove  to  the  mother-coun¬ 
try. 

Though  this  truth  is  inconteftible  to  an 
inhabitant  of  Great  Britain,  yet  it  is  unin¬ 
telligible  to  a  planter  in  America ,  who  va¬ 
lues  his  property,  not  according  to  its  im¬ 
provement,  but  its  extent,  aud,  like  certain 

F  noxious 


f  34  ] 

noxious  vegetables,  thrives  by  fucking  the 
fubftance  of  all  the  growth  under  or  a- 
bout  him.  Our  government  here,  to  do  it 
juftice,  has  been  long  fenlible  of  this  defedi: 
in  the  conftitution  of  the  Britijh  America , 
and  liave  endeavoured  to  remedy  it,  and 
that  too,  with  fome  fuccefs ;  but  that  fuc- 
cefs  is  far  from  being  anfwerable  to  the  e- 
vils  complained  of:  for  it  is  evident  that 
tne  culture  or  the  Brttijh  America  would 
employ  ten  times  the  number  of  hands 
that  is  employed  upon  it  at  prefent.  It  is 
certain  that  the  mother-country  is  at  pre¬ 
fent,  and  probably  ever  will  be  incapable 
to  ipare  thofe  hands,  and  the  government 
has  very  properly  fupplied  them  with  fo¬ 
reigners.  But,  my  Lord,  I  am  afraid  fuf- 
ffcient  attention  has  not  been  given  to  the 
means  of  forming  thofe  foreigners  and 
American  Britons  into  one  people?  and  till 
that  is  done,  the  ends  of  population,  with 
regard  to  Great  Britain  (for  fire  hill  ought 
to  be  our  object)  never  can  be  anfwered. 
A  proper  opportunity  feems  now  to  prefent 
itfelf  j  an  alteration  in  the  Germanic  fyftem, 
if  peace  fhould  take  place.,  appears  to  be 
inevitable,  and  whatever  that  alteration 
may  be,  is  extremely  immaterial  to  Great 
Britain .  It  muft  however  produce  a  change 
of  mailers  to  the  inhabitants,  who  may 
thereby  he  more  inclined  to  fettle  under 

the- 
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the  mild  government  of  Great  Britain  in 
America ,  than  to  live  under  their  new 
mailers.  It  would  therefore,  my  Lord,  be 
equally  for  the  honour  of  the  British  mi¬ 
ni  dry,  as  well  as  the  advantage  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  if,  in  the  approaching  treaty,  we  could 
obtain  fome  ftipulation  that  might  facili¬ 
tate,  and  at  the  fame  time  encourage,  the 
population  of  our  colonies  from  Germany , 
be  it  either  by  Protedants  or  Papids.  But 
at  the  fame  time,  my  Lord,  it  will  be  ab¬ 
solutely  neceffary  for  us  to  form  at  home 
K.ch  a  fvdem  of  coalition  between  our  own 
fubjecls  and  foieigners,  as  to  take  from 

both,  ad  ideas  of  their  having  feparate  in- 
tereils. 


While  I  am  upon  this  fubiedt,  my  Lord, 
I  cannot  help  expreffing  fome  degree  of 
turprize,.  that  our  government  has  not 
availed  itfelf  more,  than  it  has  done, 
of  the  prefent  miferies  of  Germany.  By 
this  expreffion,  I  am  far  from  meaning 
that  we  ought  to  improve  our  own  intered 
at  the  expence  of  Germans,  be  their  reli¬ 


gion  and  party  what  they  will.  But  when 
I  read  that  Holland  is  filled  with  wandcrin<r 
exiles,  rendered  fo  by  the  fate  of  war,  to 
fuch^a  degree,  as  to  make  it  neceffiiry  ’  for 
the  Dutch  government  to  expel  them  their 

country,  and  to  drive  them  ‘  back  to  their 
own. 
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means  were  found  to  let  thofe  unhappy 
wanderers  know  that  there  is  a  land  of 
promife  to  which  they  may  repair,  and 
where  they  may  live  unmolefted  by  the 
ambition  of  Princes,  or  the  caprice  of  fu- 
periors,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  that 
can  be  dear  to  mankind.  I  cannot  think 
that  it  is  even  yet  too  late  for  thinking  of 
fuch  an  expedient,  efpecially  confidering 
the  prodigious  number  of  tranfports  in  the 
government’s  fervice  that  daily  return  empty 
from  thofe  parts,  and  may  be  loaded  with 
the  moft  valuable  commodity  that  this  na¬ 
tion  knows. 

I  now,  my  Lord,  proceed  to  a  more  im¬ 
portant  confideration,  than  even  that  of 
which  I  have  taken  my  leave.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  BritiJJj  empire  upon  the 
continent  of  America ,  is,  at  prefent,  of  three 
times  the  value  that  it  was  of,  when  the 
prefent  illuftrious  Royal  family  came  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain .  T.  his  is  a  fadt 
that  can  be  eafily  proved  from  the  books 
of  the  public  revenue.  But  it  is  equally 
certain,  that  the  richer  our  American  plan¬ 
ters  grew,  they  proved  the  more  reftive 
againfl  the  government  of  their  mother- 
country  ;  and  that  they  did  not  treat  either 
the  royal  inftrudtions,  or  the  perfons  of  the 
governors  fent  them  from  England  with 
common  decency.  ’J  his  dilregard  of  the 
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royal  authority,  began  to  appear  about  the 
vear  1730,  and  got  to  fuch  a  height,  as 
threatned  the  ruin  of  the  BiitiJlj  intereft  in 
America.  Every  one  knows,  with  what 
aifrefpeCt  the  ftrongeft  inftrudtions  that 
came  from  hence  met  with,  though  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  fundamental  constitutions  of 
the  country.  Even  after  his  Majefty,  and 
the  parliament,  here,  had  come  to  the  gene¬ 
rous  refolution  of  lupporting  them  with 
troops  againft  the  common  enemy,  their 
conduct  was  fuch  as  to  make  it  doubtful, 
at  lead,  whether  they  would  not  chufe  to 
be  ruined  by  the  French ,  rather  then  faved 
by  the  Englifi.  If  by  the  influence  of  fome 
better  intentioned  gentlemen  amongfl:  them, 
any  public  Spirited  meafures  were  refolved 
upon,  they  were  fure  to  be  defeated  in  the 
execution.  To  this  was  owing  the  defeat 
-  of  Braddock ,  the  lofs  of  Ofwego ,  and  all  the 
difgraces,  and  calamities  we  Suffered  in 
America ,  during  the  courfe  of  this  war. 

The  man  mud  have  an  extraordinary 
aflurance,  who  will  pretend  that  thole 
difgraces  and  calamities  were  owing  to 
any  caufe  but  the  backwardnefs  of  our  A- 
mencam  in  the  lervice  of  their  country, 
their  disagreement  with  the  Britifl)  regu¬ 
lars,  in  the  mean  jealoufy  of  every  thing  that 
came  from  England,  let  it  be  calculated 
ever  fo  much  for  their  advantage,  and  their 

reluctance 
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reiuccancc  to  co-operate  with  any  meafure 
hat  was  preferred  here,  or  even  to  give  a 
native  Briton  the  fnaalleft  fhew  either  of 
honour  or  profit  in  the  execution.  Can  it 

be  pleaded  that  they  were  too  weak  for  the 

th "°dlmf1S  more  certain-  than  that, 
though  Eng  and  had  not  fent  a  fingle  com¬ 
pany  of  ioldiers  to  their  relief  or  affi¬ 
ance,  had  they  been  well  affectioned  to 
the  lervice,  they  might  have  done  all  that 
Great  Britain  has  done,  at  the  moft  mon- 
fiious  expence  any  nation  ever  underwent. 

I  he  fad  is  indifputable  and  well  known 
that  at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  the 
Bntt/Jo  colonies  in  America  were  capable  of 
fending  to  the  field  100,000  fighting  men 
and  that  had  but  the  fourth  part  of  that 
torce  exerted  itfelf  properly,  twenty  mil¬ 
lions  or  money,  and  above  20,000  lives 
would  have  been  faved  to  this  nation. 

.  ®ut  aar  buch  an  exertion,  their  af- 
lemblies^  never  met  but  to  wrangle  with, 
or  to  affront  their  governors,  or  to  difpute 
Mte  royal  mandates,  They  feem  to  have 
confidered  every  advantage  that  could  be 
gained  under  a  Britijh  diredfion,  as  an  ac- 
quifition  detrimental  to  themfelves.  They 
every  day  faw  the  Briujh  troops  butchered 
and  me  French  making  wide  ftrides  towards 
a  total  conquefi  of  our  colonies,  and  that 
wit  non  t  the  leaft  emotion,  without  appa¬ 
rently 
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fently  taking  the  fmalleft  ftep  that  could 
be  effectual  againft  the  common  enemy. 
The  difputes  between  their  lawful  gover¬ 
nors  and  them,  grew  every  day  ftronger, 
til!  Great  Britain ,  at  laft,  was  obliged  to 
take  upon  herfelf  the  intollerable  burthen  of 
the  w-hole  war  in  America ;  which  fhe 
lias  tince  fo  advantageoufly  finifhed. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  our  Americans  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  proportionably  to  what 
the  government  here  did,  I  Ihould  be  glad 
that  any  cl  their  friends  would  point  out 
in  what  manner.  It  is  true  when  they 
found  that  they  muft  either  work  or 
drown,  they  fell  a  pumping;  when  they 
faw  that  the  progrefs  of  the  French  was 
become  too  formidable,  and  that  their  own 
properties  were  in  real  danger,  they  raifed 
as  many  men,  and  aded  with  juft  as  much 
refolution  as  gained  them  a  refpite,  till  fuc- 
cours  and  fupplies  could  arrive  from  Great 
Britain.  At  laft  they  did  arrive.  By  them 
the  progrefs  of  the  French  was  checked, 
and  an  offenfive  war  was  undertaken,  but 
all  at  the  expence  of  the  mother-country. 
But  what  dr  a  re  had  our  Americans  in  the 
eonqueft  of  Quebec  and  our  after  fucceffes  ? 
I  fay  none.  All  was  purchafed  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  B ritifh  blood  and  Britifh  treafure. 

Let  me  now,  my  Lord,  from  the  con- 
fideration  of  what  I  have  premifed,  make  a 

luppofition. 
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fuppofition,  fo  fair,  that  it  mud  follow  in 
reality  ;  that  thofe  dutiful  Amer leans ,  who, 
in  all  their  public  tranfadtions,  could  pro¬ 
ceed  in  open  defiance  of  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain ,  are  left  without  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  an  enemy  hanging  over  them,  and 
that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  but  from  their 
mother-country.  Had  that  been  the  cafe  fix 
years  ago,  can  any  man,  who  looks  into  the 
public  proceedings  of  their  councils  and 
Afiemb  ies,  and  their  difputes  with  their 
Governors,  imagine,  that,  had  our  Govern¬ 
ment  continued  to  afiert  its  juft  rights, 
they  would  not,  long  before  this  time,  have 
held  their  mother-country  at  open  defiance  ? 
It  is  true  they  did,  at  laft,  beftir  themfelves, 
but  not  till  the  French  were  at  their  gates, 
and  till  they  faw  themfelves  upon  the  verge 
of  ruin.  They  did  not,  however,  throw  off 
their  fullennefs,  time  enough  to  preventthe 
amazing  expences  their  mother-country  was 
put  to, both  by  fea  and  land,  and  doing  what 
they  themfelves  might  have  done  with  a 
very  inconfiderable  affiftance  from  Great 
Britain. 

I  am  extremely  fenfible,  my  Lord,  how 
ready  moft  people  are  to  ridicule  all  infinua- 
tions,  as  if  a  time  might  come,  when  our 
Colonies  on  the  continent  of  America 
might  declare  themfelves  independent  upon 
their  mother-country.  I  fhall  not  there¬ 
fore, 
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fore,  make  ufe  of  that  unfafiiionable  term  ; 
but  I  will  be  bold  enough  to  fay,  that,  if 
peace  was  reftored,  and  we  to  retain  pof- 
feffion  of  Canada ,  while  our  Colonies  are 
to  reap  the  chief  benefit  from  that  poflefii- 
on,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  for  his 
Majefty's  Governors,  with  all  the  eloquence 
they  can  employ,  to  perfuade  them  to 
comply  with  the  juft  demands  of  the 
Crown.  What  muft  be  the  confequence 
of  this,  fbould  they  continue  refractory  ? 
Or  what  means  has  our  Government  in  its 
hands  to  reduce  them  to  reafon  ?  We  may, 
indeed,  deprive  them  of  their  trade  ;  but  is 
not  that  hurting  and  punifiiing  ourfelves,  as 
well  as  them  ?  Do  we  not  thereby  lol'e  all 
the  advantages  we  can  propofe  to  ourfelves 
from  our  Colonies,  and  all  the  fruits  of  the 
prodigious  expence  we  have  been  put  to, 
in  rearing  and  defending  them  ?  But,  in 
faCt,  though  the  Britifk  Americans ,  by  be¬ 
ing  abridged  of  their  trade  with  their  mo¬ 
ther-country,  would  lofe  many  of  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  life  ;  yet  it  is  well  known,  that  they 
have,  within  themfelves,  all  the  neceffaries, 
nay  all  the  conveniences  of  it;  and  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  them,  in  a  few  years, 
of  having  mold  of  its  luxuries  likewife. 

But,  might  we  not  reduce  them  by  force 
of  arms  ?  I  am  afraid  that  would  be  im¬ 
practicable  ;  or  if  practicable,  it  muft  be 
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done  at  fuch  an  expence  on  our  part,  as 
muft  exceed  all  the  advantages  we  can  pro- 
pofe  to  ourfelves  by  it.  It  would,  for  in- 
fiance,  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to  keep- 
up  a  perpetual  Handing  army  (and  a  nu¬ 
merous  one  too)  upon  that  continent.  This 
army  m u (1  be  paid  either  by  Great  Britain , 
or  her  Colonies  :  if  by  Great  Britan ,  the 
charge  would  be  infupportable  ;  if  by  her 
Colonies,  they  are  unable  to  furnifh  it,  with¬ 
out  checking  their  iriduftry,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  bringing  them  to  ruin.  Such  an  army 
muft  likewife  be  recruited  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  occafion  fuch  a  drain  of  men  as 
would  be  impoffible  for  her  to  fupplv. 
But,  in  fail,  though  the  confideration  of 
expences  of  all  kinds  were  entirely  laid  out 
of  the  queftion,  all  experience  tells  us,  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  Induftry  to  fubfift  with¬ 
out  Liberty  and  Independency,  both  which 
would  be  fettered,  and,  ih  a  fliort  time,  de¬ 
stroyed,  by  a  Handing  army  kept  up  for  over¬ 
awing  the  fubjeefts.  It  was  the  gentlenefs, 
mildnefs,  and  humanity  of  the  Britijh  Go¬ 
vernment,  that  rendered  our  Colonies  pow¬ 
erful  and  populous,  and  our  Planters  rich  ; 
(hould  we  be  forced  upon  other  meafures, 
the  country  muft  return  to  its  original  bar- 
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parity. 

I  know  it  will  be  faid,  that  by  giving 

back  Canada,  we  do  nothing  to  prevent 
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the  difagreeable  confequence  I  have  me  ra¬ 
tioned  here.  Give  me  leave,  my  Lord,  to 
fay,  that  all  mankind  are  naturally  fond 
of  Freedom  and  Independency.  Were  the 
French  Canadians  to-morrow,  by  a  formal 
treaty,  to  become  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain ; 
can  we  Imagine,  that,  if  they  had  the  bait 
•of  Independency  thrown  out  to  them,  and 
the  example  fet  by  our  other  Colonies,  that 
they  would  not  greedily  join  in  the  common 
caufe ;  nay,  would  not  they  be  the^firfl  to 
embrace  it  ? 

Are  we  then  (it  may  be  faid)  to  reftore 
Canada  to  the  French ,  and  thereby  keep  a 
-rod  perpetually  hanging  over  our  own  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  give  our  enemies  frelh  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  renewing  their  malfacres  and  ufurpa- 
tions?  This  apprehenlion,  my  Lord,  is  a 
chimera  far  more  ridiculous,  than  that  of 
our  Colonies  declaring  themfelves  indepen¬ 
dent  upon  their  mother- country.  We  have, 
at  prefent,  the  ball  at  our  foot,  nor  can  we 
fuppofe  that  our  Negotiators  will  be  either 
fo  weak  or  wicked,  as  to  part  with  one  inch 
of  territory,  that  is  the  property  of  Great 
Britain ,  or  her  Allies.  While  the  French 
are  fhut  up  within  thofe  limits  of  Canada, 
which  we  have  always  infilled  they  fhould 
be  confined  to,  we  have  nothing  to  appre¬ 
hend  from  their  power  in  America.  It  was 
.  by  their  exceeding  thofe  limits,  gradually 
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and  clandeftinely,  that  they  became  formi¬ 
dable  to  our  Colonies.  It  was  the  inexcufable 
indolence  of  our  fellow  fubjefts,  and  their 
unreafonable  averfion  for  coming  to  ex¬ 
tremities  with  France,  that  gave  her  the 
opportunity  of  filently  and  flily  adding  fort 
to  fort,  and  encroachment  upon  encroach¬ 
ment,  till  our  Planters  found  themfelves 
furrounded  by  all  the  horrors  of  a  power 
that  threatened  to  pufh  them  into  the  fea, 
or  to  drive  them  to  uncultivated  wilds. 
But  we  can  now  profit  by  experience  ; 
we  can  even  avail  ourfelves  of  the  forts 
raifed  by  our  enemies,  and  fight  them  from 
behind  their  own  walls.  Unlefs,  therefore, 
we  are  the  mod;  infatuated  people  in  the 
world,  no  peace  can  ever  be  made  with 
France  that  will  leave  them  a  poflibility  of 
renewing  their  encroachments.  Add  to 
thofe  confiderations,  that  our  feamen  are 
now  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation 
of  the  river  St.  Laurence ,  that  while  we 
keep  our  iuperjority  by  fea,  France  will  find 
it  impracticable  to  fend  to  Canada  the  pro¬ 
digious  fupplies  of  troops,  arms,  and  am¬ 
munition  of  all  kinds,  that  aflifted  and  fup- 
ported  them  in  thejr  injuflice. 

For  my  own  part,  my  Lord,  I  own,  that 
my  chief  apprehenfion  is,  left  the  French 
Court  fhould  think  that  Canada  is  of  fo  little 
importance  in  itfelf,  as  not  to  be  worth 

while 
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while  to  take  back  upon  the  terms  that  are 
necefl'ary  for  our  fafety  and  fecurity.  It  is 
mod  certain,  that  the  country  itfelf  could 
but  barely  maintain  its  own  inhabitants  3 
and  that  the  Crown  of  France  never  would 
have  found  its  account  in  fupporting  it  as  it 
did,  but  in  hopes  of  being  indemnified  at 
our  expence.  But,  notwithftanding  that  dif- 
appointment,  there  are  many  reafons  to  in¬ 
duce  France ,  to  with  to  have  Canada  again 
ceded  to  her.  The  country  is  improvable ; 
and  by  introducing  new  modes  of  living  and 
thinking  amongft  the  inhabitants,  it  may 
be  rendred  extremely  ferviceable  to  Old 
France ,  without  given  the  fmalleft  alarm 
us.  To  conclude,  my,  Lord,  what  I  have 
to  fay  upon  this  fubjeft,  fhould  the  French 
infill  upon  the  rendition  of  Canada ,  fhould 
they  refufe  to  make  peace  upon  any  other 
terms,  then  that  either  Canada  or  Guadaloupe 
fhould  be  given  up,  we  ought  not  to  hefitate 
one  moment  in  determining  to  part  with  the 
former,  after  bringing  France  to  aflent  to 
a  fair  and  equitable  fettlement  of  boun¬ 
daries. 

Ever  fince  the  notion  of  a  peace  has  taken 
pofiefiion  of  the  Public,  I  have  obferved,  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  in  the  Public  Papers, 
a  moft  pompous  difplay  of  the  vaff  quan¬ 
tity  of  Manufactures  and  Provifions  fent 
from  this  country  to  Canada  3  and  this  is 

evidently 
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vidently  calculated  to  imprefs  the  Public 
with  an  high  idea  of  that  conqueft.  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  ine  to  difpute  the  reality  of 
thofe  exports,  or  t!  at  they  are  actually  fhip- 
ped  for  Canada  :  B  it  I  cannot  help  having 
great  doubts  .hr.:  they  are  not  fent  on  the 
account,  or  'or  the  confumption  of  our  new 
fellow-lubjccts  there  ;  and  upon  a  careful 
confideration  of  particulars,  I  cannot  think 
that  the  quantities  exceed  the  confumption 
of  our  own  troops,  by  fea  and  land,  who 
would  find  it  otherwife  impoffible  to  fubfift 
country,  where,  according  to  all  ac¬ 
counts,  the  native  inhabitants  were  upon 
the  point  of  ftarving,  at  the  time  they  fub- 
mitted  to  our  arms.  Add  to  this,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  heft  defcriptions  we  have  of 
Canada,  even  from  the  French  writers,  the 
inhabitants,  in  their  naoft  flourifhing  flate, 
though  extremely  gay  and  fhowy,  where  fo 
mlfcrably  poor,  that  the  wealthieftof  them 
ibidem  had  by  them,  money  to  the  amount 
of  a  week's  wages  of  a  common  Englijh 
labourer. 

It  is  therefore,  extremely  unlikely,  that, 
in  the  .preient  diflreifed  condition  of  the 
V tench  there,  thofe  experts,  if  real,  can  be 
for  their  ufe.  The  infeiting  them,  there¬ 
fore,  in  fo  pompous  a  manner,  in  our  com¬ 
mon  News  Papers,  mud  be  owing  to  thofe, 


per s,  mint  oe  owing 

whofe  intercut  it  is,  that  we  £hou!d,  at  all 

events, 

y  »  * 


f  47  1 

event?,  trive  up  Guadeloupe  and  keep  pof- 
feffion  of  Canada.  But  the  p  rad  ice  is  un¬ 
fair,  and  prejudicial  to  the  Public ;  nor 
would  a  rational,  juftifiable,  caufe  hand  in 
need  of  fuch  an  expedient  to  fupport  it. 

This  now  brings  me  to  fome  confider- 
ations  about  the  importance  of  Guadeloupe, 
and  the  utility  it  may  be  of  to  this  country. 
In  the  firfi  place,  our  keeping  it,  is  void  of 
all  the  inconveniences  that  I  have  mentioned 
to  attend  the  keeping  of  Canada.  It  can  be 
done  at  little  expence,  either  of  men  or 
money;  and  that  little  will  be  defrayed  by 
itfelf,  to  the  vaft  emolument  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tan.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  now  certainly 
known,  that  the  prodigious  advantages 
which  the  French ,  in  the  1  alt,  and  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  prefent,  war,  drew  from  their 
Sugar  trade,  arofe  from  Guadeloupe  chiefly, 
thoueh  all  went  under  the  name  of  Mar- 
tinico.  Th  is  is  a  truth  that  is  not  contended 
by  the  French  themfelves,  and  is  ascertained 
by  the  daily  experience  which  we  have  of 
that  ifland’s  fertility.  This  confideration, 
to  a  trading  people,  is  of  more  importance 
than  their  poffefling  millions  of  unculti¬ 
vated  acres,  and  barren  wilds.  The  great 
commodity  of  Guadaloupe  is  undoubtedly 
Sugar,  which  is  fo  univerfally  ufed  all 
over  the  world,  that  it  may  be  faid  to 
have  new  become  a  neceffary  of  life.  If 
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we  are  to  depend  upon  the  heft  accounts, 
It  produces  150,000  hogfheads,  a  quan¬ 
tity  almofl  double  to  the  product  of  all  the 
Bniijh  Sugar  iflands,  put  together.  If  it  be 
iaid  that  this  quantity,  when  added  to  the 
piodudt  of  our  Sugar  iflands,  which  is 
b'9,450  hogfheads  a  year, will  over-flock  our 
markets  let  me  appeal  to  the  univerfality  of 
the  commodity  ;  there  not  being  a  family, 
m  all  the  cultivated  parts  of  Europe  and 
rliiiei  icay  that  does  not  confume  it,  more 
or  iels.  this  objection  therefore  is  founded 
upon  either  the  grofs,  or  aftedled,  ignorance 
ci  a  tact,  which  is  obvious  to  every  man  who 
has  his  feeing  and  tailing.  But  though  our 
Sugar  iilands  may  furnifh  ourfelves  with 
that  commodity,  with  fomewhat  to  fpare 
to  our  neighbours,  yet  how  long  will  they 
continue  to  do  it.  Is  it  not  well  known,  that 
Barba  doc  s>  which,  at  a  medium  furnifhes 
1 2^000  hogfheads  a  year,  is  almafl  worn 
out.  Antigua ,  and  feverai  of  our  other 
Sugar  iflands,  mull  loon  be  in  the  fame  con¬ 
dition;  lo  that  we  (hall  be  reduced,  in  time, 
to  depend  upon  "Jamaica  alone,  which  at 
prcfent  is  faid  to  furnifh  us  with  40,000 
hogheads  annually.  Now  it  is  immaterial 
to  my  argument,  whether  the  Proprietors 
.of  the  iflands  i  ^Jamaica,  cannot ,  or  will  not y 
cultivate  more  land:  if  they  cannot ,  the 
argument  is  flrong,  why  we  ought  to  keep 
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Guadaloupe ;  if  they  can,  what  are  we  to 
think  of  tnofe  who  impofe  upon  their 
mother-country  a  fevere  tax,  by  keeping  up 
the  price  of  a  neceflary  of  life,  merely  for 
their  own  emolument  ? 

But,  my  Lord,  I  fufpect  the  cafe  to  lie 
partly  in  want  of  ability,  and  partly  irx 
want  of  inclination*  Though  it  is  allowed 
that  the  third  part  of  "Jamaica  is  not  culti- 
vated  for  Sugar,  yet  it  is  admitted  by 
thofe  who  know  bell;,  that  the  inland  parts 
of  that  Ifland  are  fo  mountainous,  that  it 
Would  be  impracticable,  tho’  they  were  cul¬ 
tivated,  to  bring  fugar  down  to  the  fea-fide; 
at  leaft  the  expence  attending  the  carriao-e 
would  eat  up  all  the  profit.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  has  been  clearly  proved  in  one  of 
toe  moll  augult  affemblies  in  this  kingdom, 
that  great  part  of  Jamaica  that  might  be 
eafily  cultivated,  and  the  product  conveni¬ 
ently  Ihipped,  is  now  uncultivated;  an  o- 
million  that  calls  aloud  for  redrels  ;  it  be¬ 
ing  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  original 
grants  from  the  crown  to  the  proprietors. 
Great  Britain  conquered,  and  has  ever  pre¬ 
ferred,  Jamaica ,  and  the  has  therefore  a 
right  to  expeCt  every  advantage  Ihe  can 
draw  from  it.  If  Jamaica  can  produce 
100,000  hoglheads  of  fugar  a  year,  the 
price  of  the  commodity  in  Great  Britain 
mull  he  reduced,  and  her  inhabitants  from 
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the  higheft  to  the  very  loweft  would  then 
be  eafed  of  a  tax  much  greater  than  that 
which  they  pay  to  the  government.  Every 
man  who  has  been  a  houle-keeper  for 
twenty  years,  has  reafon  to  remember  that 
within  that  time,  the  price  of  fugars  has 
rifen  above  30  per  Cent ,  and  we  now  pay 
nine  pence  a  pound  cr  at  leaft  eight  pence 
half-penny  for  the  fugar,  that  twenty  years 
ago  v/e  bought  for  fix  pence  a  pound;  This 
is  a  tax  that  falls  heavier  upon  the  poor 
than  it  does  upon  the  rich,  becaufe  the 
proportion  of  confumption  for  fugar  in  a 
poor  and  a  rich  man’s  family,  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  proportion  that  is  between  their 
eftates.  A  man  whofe  income  is  but  iool. 
a  year,  lays  perhaps  four  of  them,  if  not 
five,  out  upon  fugar.  A  man  whofe  in¬ 
come  is  10,000  1.  a  year,  does  not  perhaps 
lay  out  40 1.  on  the  fame  commodity. 

This,  my  Lord,  being  moft  undoubtedly 
the  cafe,  had  the  natives  of  Great  Britain 
been  to  have  formed  a  wifli  for  fome  tem¬ 
poral  acquifition,  they  could  have  formed 
none  fo  wife  or  fo  proper  as  that  of  a  fugar 
ifland  like  Guadaloupe ,  which  relieves  them 
from  the  neceffitv  of  fubmitting  to  a  moft 
intolerable  tax  impofed  upon  them,  not  by 
the  government,  but  tby  their  fellow  lub- 
jefts.  A  confideration  fo  ftriking  as  this  is 

muft  intereft  every  inhabitant  of  Great 
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B ritain,  in  giving  the  preference  of  Gwp- 
louft  to  Canada,  where  it  is  very  problema¬ 
tical  and  doubtful,  whether  the  fur  trade, 
the  only  cnnfiderable  trade  the  _  inhabi¬ 
tants  there  deal  in,  ever  will  fall  into  the 
channel  of  Great  Britan,  fo  as  to  be  of  any 

fervice  to  her  inhabitants. 

But,  my  Lord,  the  cafe  is  very  different 

with  regard  to  the  fugar  ii^e.  1  a 
commodity  we  never  can  be  overftocfced 
with  ;  and  if  we  keep  Guadaloupe ,  it  is  a 
trade  in  which  we  can,  for  many  years,  a 
leaft,  have  no  rival.  We  will  then  have 
over  the  reft  of  Europe  the  fame  advantage, 
which  the  proprietors  of  our  fugar  lands  m 
the  V/cJi- India  have  over  the  inhabitants  o 
Great  Britain.  Knowing  that  they  can 
have  no  other  market  to  go  to,  we  can  im- 
pofe  our  own  price  upon  the  commodity, 
and  ferve  them  with  it  in  what  proportions 
we  pleafc.  They  who  know  what  trace  is, 
know  the  advantage  of  the  fugar  trade  to 
be  beyond  all  others.  The  returns,  fup- 
pofing  the  fugar  of  Guadaloupe  to  be  manu¬ 
factured  in  Great  B ritain  and  carried  to 
foreign  markets,  muft  be  at  leaft  two  mil¬ 
lions  fterling  a  year  fuppofing  every  og  - 
head  to  be  worth  14I.  This  is  a  confi  era- 
tion,  that  to  a  people  which  has  mcurre 
upwards  of  100  millions  of  debt  by  then 
wars  with  France ,  that  ought  to  be  deci- 
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drive  on  a  confiderable  trade,  by  exporting 
it  for  China  and  other  Eaftern  countries! 

tUay  not  the  culture  of  cinnamon 
therefore  be  fo  improved  in  our  Weft  Indies , 
as  to  render  it  unneceflary  for  us  to  apply 
or  it  to  the  Dutch ,  and  to  pay  the  im- 
menfe  fums  we  do  at  prefent  ? 

The  moft  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  im¬ 
portance  of  our  fettlements  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America ,  furnifli  the  ftrongeft  ar¬ 
guments  for  our  retaining  Guadalonpe.  If  as 
they  fay,  and  very  juftly,  the  profperity  of 
our  American  colonies  ought  to  be  a  capital 
objedt  of  Great  Britain's  attention,  then  all 
imaginable  care  is  to  be  taken,  to  render 
their  dependence  upon  Great  Britain  as  eafy 
and  comfortable  to  them  as  we  poflibly 
can.  The  queftion,  therefore,  is,  whether 
this  end  can  be  heft  anfwered,  by  keeping 
pofleflion  of  Canada  or  of  Guadalonpe.  From 
our  po  fie  fling  Canada,  they  can,  for  many 
yeais,  at  lead,  draw  no  manner  of  advan¬ 
tage,  but  fecurity.  I  have  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  pamphlet  proved  undeniably, 

1  thwk’  the  bad  Policy  of  our  abandoning 
our  own  compacted  fettlements,  that  bid 

°  lair’  ,t0  brin3  rtmngth  and  wealth  to 
their  native  country,  for  the  fake  of  form¬ 
ing  a  flragghng  dominion,,  that  may  undo 
it.  I  have  fhewn,  that  if  our  negotiators 
have  common  fenfe,  it  will  be  eafy  to  form 
iuch  a  treaty  of  peace  as  fhall  prevent  the 

French 
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French ,  tho’  left  in  poffeffion  of  Canada , 
from  again  molefting  us,  in  the  manner  they 
have  done  ;  and  that  their  remaining  in  the 
poffeffion  of  Canada  is  the  beft  (ecurity 
which  we  can  poffibly  have  againft  the 
turbulence  of  our  colonifts,  and  againft  the 
itch  of  independency  upon  their  mother 
country,  which  they  may  one  day  or  other 
contrail.  Now,  my  Lord,  every  argument 
that  is  urged  for  the  aggrandifement  of  the 
B ritifh- America,  operates  ftrongly  for  Great 
Britain,  making  herfelf  ftrong  and  power¬ 
ful  in  <he  We/i- Indies,  The  advocates  for 
retaining  Canada  have  very  properly  (hew¬ 
ed  the  prodigious  encreaie  of  population, 
which  every  day  gains  ground  upon  that 
continent.  The  greater  that  population  is, 
the  greater  will  be  their  demands  for  the 
luxuries,  conveniences,  and  neceffaries  of 
life.  Jf  we  cannot  fupply  them  with  fugar, 
i  urn,  coffee,  cotton  and  the  like  commodi¬ 
ties,  they  muff,  as  ulual,  go  toother  markets, 
and,  in  fail,  every  (hilling  they  lay  out  with 
the  French  is  fo  much  loft  to  this  country. 
Our  poffeding  Guadaioupe  remedies  that 
and  all  other  inconveniences  of  the  fame 
nature.  The  trade  between  North- America 
and  the  Wcjl-Indies  is  now  known  and 
frequented,  and  the  Britifh  Americans ,  for 
their  own  fakes,  will  repair  thither  for 

whatever  they  want,  whether  it  is  in 

the 
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the  hands  of  the  -French  or  the  E ngVfh, 
If  in  the  hands  of  the  former,  the  chief 
advantages  that  Great  Britain  propofes  o 
herfelf  from  the  aggrandizemeiw  of  her 
American  colonies,  will  refult  to  i  ance ;  if 
in  thofe  of  the  latter,  to  Great  3  o'  am. . 

There  is,  my  lord,  an  argument  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  I  have  yet  mentioned,  that  I 
think  mull  have  great  influence  with  a 
truly  B ritifh  minifter  in  the  prelent  quefti- 
on,  and  that  is,  that  the  more  we  do  for 
our  fugar  colonies,  the  more  money  their 
proprietors  expend  in  this  countiv.  They 
look  upon  their  own  iflands,  onlv  as  lo 
many  {hops,  in  which  they  are  obliged  to 
labour  till  they  can  get  as  much  money 
as  may  enable  them  to  live  at  home  :  for 
fo  they  call  this  ifland,  and  all  they  acquire, 
fooner  or  later,  is  laid  out  here.  I  do  not 
mention  this  circumftance  in  the  way  of 
refledting  upon  the  B ritijh  Americans j  for 
their  fituaticn  and  manner  of  life  confines 
therm  to  their  own  plantations.  They  muff 
be  their  own  overfeers.  Their  eftates  are 
v/ide  and  extended  ,  and  one  part  or  other 
of  them  requires  hourly  infpedion  j  in 
fhort,  they  have  a  home  as  well  as  an 
Englifhman  has  ;  and  they  vifit  England  as 
Englifhmen  do  France  and  Italy ,  for  curi- 
ofity  or  for  pleafure.  In  this  they  are  far 
from  bein?  blameable ;  but  if  ill,  I  fay,  that 
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t  ie  advantages  derived  from  them  by  their 
mother  country  are  far  inferior  tc/thofe 
Pie  receives  from  her  Weft  Indies.  This 

be  tme°bffhrVa-ti0n  f°  generally  kn°wn '  to 

attemot’  to n  “  “ W0uld  be  time  to 

attempt  to  prove  it. 

I  h!vTfL7dfllip  Tay  pCrGeive  tk*t  in  What 

mvfelf  f  5Tnt,hlS  fubje£l  1  have  kept 
myfelf  entirely  clear  of  all  confideration 

of  the  war  now  raging  in  Europe  ■  becaufe 
-  .thiJk  n°twithftanding  the  French  moft 

mjuftly  con nedted  them  together,  they  are 

confiderations  that  ought  to  be  entirely 

rt  ZW  k- ,°f  a  VintlJh  tninifter 

ible  objedt  of  his  attention  ought  to 
be  whether  Great  Britain  every  day  evi¬ 
dently  decaying  in  population,  and  yet 

every  day  nfing  in  her  demands  for  peo¬ 
ple  ought  to  embrace  a  fyftem,  that,  fup- 
pofing  .it  to  be  practicable  and  fuccefsful, 
wmch  is  extremely  doubtful,  will  require  a 
whole  century  before  it  can  be  brought  to 
bear,  or  whether  fhe  ought  to  embrace  a- 
a  meafure,  in  which  the  profped  of  fuc- 
cels  and  advantage  is  certain  and  immedi¬ 
ate  ;  and  mftead  of  depopulating  her,  be¬ 
comes  rnftantly  the  means  of  encreafing 
her  trade  and  marine.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  die  already  knows  the 
Jcnent  of  the  fugar  trade,  not  only  by  her 

own  experience, but  by  the  infinite  acceffions. 

.  . 
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of  wealth  and  commerce,  which  it  has  ad¬ 
ded  to  her  enemy.  For  where  France 
employed  one  fhip  to;  or  received  one  irl 
return  from,  Canada,  Are  employed  fifty  to 
and  from  her  fugar  iflands.  We  muft  how¬ 
ever  except  the  (hips  that  fire  lent  to  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  with  troops,  arms  and 
provifions,  which  brought  her  no  re¬ 
turns. 

I  fhould  not  have  infifted  fo  long  upon 
a  matter  fo  extremely  clear  as  that  we  ought 
to  give  the  preference  to  Guadaloape ,  in- 
ftead  of  Canada ,  had,  it  not  been  for  the 
extraordinary  pains  that  has  been  employ¬ 
ed  by  men  of  the  greateft  interelf  and 
fortune,  in  this  kingdom,  to  imprefs  the 
public  with  different  notions.  They  have, 
on  their  fide,  a  copious  field  of  declamation, 
and  they  have  availed  themfelves  of  it  to 
the  utmoft.  A  conqueft  of  fuch  extent, 
attended  with  luch  difficulty  and  glory  as 
that  of  Canada  was,  is  a  confideration  pleaf- 
ing  to  an  Rnglifmnan,  who  looks  no  farther 
than  into  news  papers  and  party  declama¬ 
tion.  But  when  matters  are  reprelented 
in  their  true  light,  all  the  falfe  glare,  which 
intereft  and  fophiftry  throws  upon  them 
muft  vanifh,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
our  miniftry  will  regard  the  cool  approba¬ 
tion  of  their  country  far  above  the  noi- 
fy  fuggeft ions  of  paffion  and  intereft.  Po- 
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pular  meafures,  prejudicial  to  the  public  i ri¬ 
te  reft,  have,  before  this  time,  been  purfued 
and  concluded  by  an  Engli/h  miniftry,  for 
tiie  lake  of  a  little  immediate  applaufe, 
which  the  authors  had  foon  reafon  to 
repent  of.  But  it  happens  my  Lord,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay  which 
is  the  moil  popular  fide  of  the  queftion, 
for  heat,  noife  and  petulance  are  not  al¬ 
ways  proofs  of  popularity  tho’  they  are  of 
faction. 

I  now  proceed,  my  Lord,  to  fome  other 
confiderations  of  importance  to  the  intereft 
of  Great  Britain,  I  can  by  no  means 
think  that  the  Neutral  lilands,  as  they  are 
called,  fhould  continue  in  their  prefent  ftate 
of  neutrality;  at  leaft  in  that  ftate  which 
they  were  meant  to  be  left  in  by  the  treaty 
of  Aix  la  Chapelie.  I  hope  the  fpirit  of  our 
people  and  government  there,  has  already 
taken  pofleffion  of  them,  and  if  they  are  not 
in  our  pofleffion,  that  the  flrfl:  orders  that 
yo  from  this  to  America  fl mil  make  them 
fo;  a  fervice  the  mod  important  of  any 
next  to  the  concjueft  of  Martinico ,  that 
could  he  performed  there.  Thismeafure  be¬ 
ing  effected,  which  by  no  means  will  hurt 
either  the  pride  or  the  intereft  of  France , 
the  trade  between  the  whole  of  our 
colonies  in  America ,  both  upon  the  continent 
and  in  thofe  iflands,  ought  to  be  put  upon 

the 
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-the  fame  footing,  as  the  trade  between 
England  and  the  Spanijh  lettlements  in  A- 
merica  are  put  upon  by  the  treaty  of  1670. 
Let  an  absolute  excluiive  right  of  trade  take 
place,  each  to  its  own  colonies  between  the 
two  nations  and  from  one  colony  to  an¬ 
other,  and  that  under  the  pain  of  the  tranf- 
greffing  party  being  treated  as  interlopers, 
and,  in  fome  cales,  even  as  pirates.  But 
let  the  wording  of  fuch  a  ftipulation  or 
articles  be  much  more  clear  and  precile 
than  they  are  in  the  treaty  of  1670,  or 
1667,  between  us  and  Spain.  Let  there 
be  no  room  to  confound  the  turn  regula¬ 
tions  of  trade,  that  in  Europe  and  that  in  A- 
merica  together,  and  let  not  the  expreinons 
of  the  treaty,  as  in  that  of  1670  with 
Spain,  and  1674  with  Holland ,  deftroy  its 
purpofe. 

Should  {rreat  difficulties  arife  about  re- 
Boring  what  we  have  taken  from  the  French 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa,  I  fhould  by  no 
manner  of  means  be  of  opinion,  that  we 
ought  to  be  inexorable  upon  the  head. 
I  cannot  perceive,  that'  this  nation  has 
hitherto  reap’d  the  prodigious  advantages 
which  we  promifed  ourlelves  from  the  con- 
queft  of  them.  But  tho’  we  had,  nothing,  i 
think,  at  this  time,  especially,  ought  to  be  to 
precious  as  the  lives  of  Britons-,  and  perhaps 
England  never  made  a  conquert  io  fatal  in 
that  relpedt  as  that  of  Senegal  is.  When  f 
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have  laid  this,  n  y  Lord,  I  mean  not  to  detract 
j  '  ^  c"e  merit  of  the  conquefl,  which,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  was  planned  with  wifdom  *  and 
executed  with  intrepidity:. 

It  may  be  expedted  that  I  am  now  to 
proceed  to  the  Ea/l  Indies-,  but  I  am 
free  enough  to  own,  my  Lord,  that  I  do 
not  confider  the  Engl/Jh  interefd  there,  as 
being  a  natural  intereft.  I  do  not  look  up¬ 
on  it  to  be  the  concern  of  a  miniftry,  fo 
much  as  of  merchants.  Such  men  are 
ieloom  mil-taken  in  their  own  interefts ; 
and  if  we  are  to  continue  that  trade,  a 
Yynti/h  minifter  will  always  be  juftified'in 
following  the  lights,  which  thole  who  are- 
concerned  in  it,  hold  forth. 

I  (hall  therefore  return  to  Europe,  where 
in  fact,  our  (mailed:  concern  in  the  iffue 
of  this  war  lies.  And  here,  my  Lord, 

I  have  fomewhat  more  to  propofe  on  this 
head,  which  is  fo  connected  with  the 
intereft  of  England ,  that  it  becomes  a 
vnat.er  Oi  the  m c it  fenous  conlideration 

to  a  Bntiflj  miniftry,  wife  and  well  mean¬ 
ing. 

The  public  expedts,  that  the  negoti- 
ations  we  are  now  to  enter  upon,  for 
peace,  will  be  Jafting,  as  well  as  definitive, 
and  that  they  will  bring  about  a  treaty  that 
ill  all  not  leave  it  in  the  power  of  France , 
upon.  evei7  Ipnrt  of  ambition  or  intereft’ 
io  teize  this  nation^  and  put  her  to  extra- 

vagan t 
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vagant  expence  ;  and  yet,  my  Lord,  that  al¬ 
ways  will  be  the  cafe  while  we  have  a  patriot 
King  upon  the  throne.  I  do  not  mean, 
that  e^cpreffion  in  my  Lord  Bolingbroke’s, 
fenle,  but  in  a  fenfe  more  noble  and  ex¬ 
alted.  The  people  of  Hanover ,  while  our 
King  is  their  lovereign,  demand  his  cares, 
his  tendernefs,  and  his  protection,  as  much 
as  the  peop'e  of  Grtat  Britain.  His  pre¬ 
lent  maieitv  being  born  a  Briton,  is,  in  this 
refpeCt  of  no  importance,  as  he  is  born 
with  fentiments  of  humanity,  and  has 
been  educated  in  principles  of  virtue.  Sugh 
a  prince,  mv  Lord,  would  difdain  to  rule 
a  people  about  whom  he  is  indifferent, 
And  yet,  —  I  cannot  —  I  dare  not  —  per¬ 
haps  I  fhould  not,  exprefs  my  fentiments. 
But  I  will  endeavour.  —  They  are,  my 
Lord,  that  unlefs  we  have  a  King  upon 
the  throne,  who  is  indifferent  about  that 
electorate,  we  never  c?n  have  a  folid,  a 
permament,  peace  with  France.  To  ex¬ 
emplify  the  many  evidences  of  this  truth,, 
which  have  happened  lince  the  acceffton  of 
the  prefent  illuftrious  family  to  the  throne, 
would  be  to  recapitulate  the  principal 
events  of  the  two  lad  reigns.  Events  which 
planted  thorns  under  the  pillow  of  his 
Majedy’s  royal  grandfather,  which  render¬ 
ed  this  nation  a  feene  of  civil  diftraCtion, 
which  o.pengd  the  flood  gates  of  djfrefpeCf, 
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I  had  aim  oft  (aid  of  difioyalty  to  the  heft 
of  princes,  and  which  reared  the  ruinous 
fabric  of  our  prefent  national  debt.  But 
declamation  apart. 

It  may  be  afked,  how  it  is  poffible  to 
prevent  the  fame  effects,  if  the  fame  caufe 
iubfifts  ?  —  Aye,  that  is  the  queftion.—  My 
Lord,  I  fairly  confefs  I  think  it  is  impoffi- 
ble;  but  I  do  not  think  it  impoftible  to 
remove  the  caufe.  The  two  mod  ftubborn 
obftacles  are  the  conftitutions  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  empire,  and  the  prejudice  arifing  to 
his  majefty. 

As  to  the  far  ft,  thofe  conftitutions  are 
far  from  being  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes 
and  Perfians .  We  have  known  them  vi¬ 
olated  ;  we  have  known  them  altered.  The 
authority  by  which  they  were  enadted  (till 
exifts,  and  that  authority  has  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  right  to  cancel  them,  wherever  they 
appear  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of 
Europe •  or,  let  me  even  fay,  the  fafety 
of  the  empire  itfelf.  A  power  that  can 
fecularize  bifhopricks,  can  alter  modes  of 
fucceiiion,  provided  the  principal  party  is 
fatisfied.  By  this  time,  my  meaning  may 
be  ealily  underftood,  which  is  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  that  the  approaching  congreis 
is  the  proper  place  to  difcufs  a  queftion 
of  that  infinite  importance  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  It  is,  at  leaft,  natural  to  think,  that 

if 
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if  fuch  a  meafure  was  to  take  place,  the 

electorate  ought  to  be  given  to  a  prince 
of  the  family.  But  what  mud  be  the 
confequence?  Will  not  the  connection  with 
fuch  a  prince  of  Great  "Britain  make  the 
French  hill  confider  it  as  annexed  to  our 
crown  ?  I  am  of  opinion  in  the  negative. 

I  think  that  Hanover  governed  hy  a 
prince  redding  there,  will  be  able  to  de- 
fend  herfelf.  The  reafon  why  Ihe  has  not 
been  able  is  beeaufe,  contrary  to  the  com¬ 
mon  ridiculous  opinion  prevailing  in  Erg- 
land,  flie  has  been  ruined  by  her  eleCtor 
becoming  our  fovereign.  A  prince  re¬ 
dding  there,  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace, 
improving  manufactures,  living  frugally, 
and  ruling  wifely,  asthe  anceftors  of  his  pre- 
fentMajefty  did, would  foon  recover  to  Hano¬ 
ver,  and  his  Majefty’s  electoral  dominions, all 
the  importance  they  had,  during  the  lad: 
century,  and  at  the  beginning  of  this. 
Such  a  prince  could  be  no  objeCt  of  French 
ambition.  He  could  intereft  Great  Britain 
no  more  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent, 
than  any  other  proteftant  power  in  Ger¬ 
many.  Such  a  prince  would  have  his  hands 
unfettered  in  purfuing  whatever  his  intereft 
dictated  to  him  as  deCtor  of  Hanover . 
That  perhaps,  my  Lord,  has  not  always 
been  the  cafe.  His  intereft  never  could  be 
feparate  from  that  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
that  of  proteftantifm. 
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,  And  here,  my  Lord,  it  is  neceifary  td 
look  both  backward  and  forward.  What 
prodigious  things  did  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phaha ,  by  which  tnany  innovations  were 
introduced  in  the  fundamental  coftftitu- 


tions  of  the  Germannic  body,  efFedt  for  the 
liberties  and  independency  df  Europe .  I 
•admit  ih^X.  France  being  declared  its  guaran¬ 
tee  has  given  her  frequent  pretexts  for  in¬ 
vading  the  peace  of  the  empire.  But,  my 
Lord,  every  man  of  fenfe  knows  the  Ger- 
mannic  body  had  as  much  to  fear  from  the 
ambition  of  Auflria ,  as  from  that  of 
Prance  ;  and  the  treaty  of  Wejlphalia ,  like 
the  principle  of  gravitation,  kept  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  Germany  in  a  poize  between  the  two 
oppofing  bodies.  That  principle  is  now 
broken  j  infteacl  of  oppofing  each  other,  they 
have  coalefced,  and  another  fvfterri  has 
taken  place.  But,  my  Lord,  let  us  not  deceive 
ourfelves  by  imagining  the  prefent  protef- 
tant  fyftem  can  laft.  The  valuable  perfon  of 
the  king  of  PruJJia  is  not  immortal,  his  do¬ 
minions  are  not  inexhauftible,  nor  is  our 
pocket  fathomlefs.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
unnatural  conjunction  between  the  houfe  of 
Auflria  and  bourbon  can  be  as  little  perma- 
ment  ;  intereft  muft  foon  divide  thefn,  and 


then  religion,  as  formerly,  will  be  out  of  the 
queftion.  In  that  cale,  a  prince  of  the  houfe 
of  Hanover  independent  in  power,  con® 

riedted 
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heeled  in  interefb  and  agreeing  jn  principle 
With  a  B ritijh  fovereign,  will  make  the 
lame  figure  as  the  great  duke  of  Zell  or 

George  the  'fir ft  did,  when  he  was  only 
elector 

•>  *  4 

Tho’  I  could  with  pleafure  purfue  this 
pleafing  idea,  yet  the  bounds  1  have  al¬ 
lotted  to  myfelf  in  this  performance,  will 
not  fuffer  me  to  carry  it  as  far  as  the  argu¬ 
ment  would  admit  of ;  I  therefore  muff 
proceed  to  confider  the  other  obftacle  I 
have  ftated,  which  is  the  prejudice  arifinrr 
to  his  Majefty  by  fuch  a  ceffion. 

I  acknowledge,  my  Lord,  that  if  his 
Majefty  is  to  be  indemnified  in  point  of 
property,  that  I  am  unequal  to  the  talk  of 
pointing  out  from  whence  that  indemnifi¬ 
cation  can  arife  upon  the  continent ;  and 
yet  I  think  feme  lort  of  an  equivalent  may 
be  contnved,  couid  we  but  peep  into  the 
ftate  of  the  Aufirtan  finances,  and  balance 
the  account,  profit,  and  lofs  anfing  from 
their  pofleffion  of  fb  fine  a  country  as  the 
Aujlrian  Netherlands,  and  a  country  lying 
fo  convenient  for  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  But  in  the  cafe  I  hint  at,  would 
not  the  French  have  the  fame  object  to  attack 
as  they  had  in  Hatiover  ?  I  apprehend  not.. 
Or  if  they  had,  the  cafe  is  widely  different. 
Hanover  can  be  confidered  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  only  as  an  open  country,  and  without 
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a  great  army  to  defend  it,  as  it  now  has, 

the  labour  of  conquering  it  lies  only  in  the 
fatigue  of  marching  ;  nor  can  Great  Britain 
afford  it  the  fmalleft  relief,  without  a  vaft 
expencc  both  of  men  and  money. 

Perhaps,  my  Lord,  before  I  proceed  in 
an  argument,  which  to  fome  may  appear 
io  extravagant,  I  ought  to  premife  fomewhat 
to  make  it  appear  lefs  fo,  and  plead  the 
authority -of  the  greateft  and  v/ifefc  princes 
and  ftates-men  England  ever  was  blefied 
with,  who  always  had  their  eye  upon  fuch 
a  meafure,  and  often  attempted  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  But  my  Lord,  I  am  lin¬ 
gular  enough  to  think,  that  no  precedent 
in  paft  times,  ought  to  be  a  rule  to  the 
preient.  Circumftances  may  alter  and  render 
a  meafure  which  is  extremely  proper  at  one 
juncture,  highly  abfurd  at  another.  The 
queftion,  therefore  is,  whether  at  this 
juncture,  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  im¬ 
proper,  or  is  abfurd. 

To  refolve  that  queftion,  my  Lord,  let 
us  confider,  what  has  happened,  and  what 
muff  happen,  as  foon  as  the  interefts  of 
Europe  fhall,  as  they  certainly  muft  do, 
return  to  their  natural  fyftem.  During  this 
and  the  preceding  century,  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  fay  and  to  prove,  that  Great 
Britain  fpent  as  much  money  in  defending 
the  barrier  of  the  Aujlriah- Netherlands,  as 

fhe- 
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'&s  would  have  laid  out,  had  tney  seen  lie*, 
own  property..  This,  my  Lord,  happened 
in  times  when  the  friendship  of  the  Dutch 
towards  us  was  not  doubtful,  and  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  it  is  at  prefent  more  than  doubtful. 
If  fo,  Great  Britain  has  a  ftronger  rea- 
fon  than  (lie  has  had  ever  fince  fhe  fo 
Shamefully  quitted  pofleffion  of  Dwikirk, 
to  have  fome  pledge,  lome  fecurity, 
fome  pofTeflion  oppoiite  to  her  own 
coafls.  That  the  emprei's  Queen  does  not 
draw  one  fhilling  from  them,  more  than 
maintains  the  troops  and  fortifications  fhe 
has  there,  and  keeps  up  the  idle  parade  of 
a  court  and  regency  is  moll  certain  ;  and  the 
litde  value  fhe  has  for  her  Low  Countries 
is  evident  from  her  ceding  to  France 
pofTeflion  of  the  principal  port  that  is  in 
them  ;  I  mean  Oft  end. 

When  I  Laid  that  the  natural  fyflem  of 
Europe  muft  fome  time  or  other  take  place, 
I  did  not  mean  that  it  might  not  again  be 
deranged.  But  my  Lord,  I  think  the  mea- 
fure,  I  have  hinted  at,  would,  as  far  as 
human  affairs  can  admit  of,  certainly  pre¬ 
vent  it.  It  never  can  be  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain,  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the 
continent,  fhe  naturally  is  the  guarantee  of 
its  tranouility.  An  honed  and  a  wife  B ritiih 
government,  therefore,  never  could  employ 
°  K  2  fuch 
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%ch  an  acquifition  to  the  public  prejudice 
either  at  home  or  abroad.  ■  J 

Having  laid  thus  much  of  the  propriety  of 
ach  a  meal ure,  I  now  come  to  confider  in 
w  iat  manner  the  execution  of  it  would  in- 
emm  y  us  majefly  for  the  difrnemberment 
o  Hanover,  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
or  confideration  my  Lord,  requires  no 
^reat  ^aionmg  For  that  indemnification 
nufi  a  rife  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain. , 
vvho  by  the  advantages  that  fuch  a  meafure 
would  bring  them,  would  be  amply  re- 
pa!d,  fhouid  they  add  to  his  Majefly ’s 

f\V‘  V5  *  revenue  ^equate  to  what  his 
late  iViajefty,  at  an  avarage,  annually  received 

tom  Hanover,  and  making  it  as  perpetual 
a  revenue  as  that  of  the  excife,  which  was 
granted  in  lieu  of  a  revenue  as  hereditary 
to  the  Kings  of  England,  as  that  electorate 
is,  to  tne  head  of  the  Hanover  family.  Were 
this  done,  when  we  confider  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  prefent  Majefly  for  a  compre- 
henlion  of  all  parties,  we  cannot  a  moment 
hefitate  that  there  muft  then  be  an  end  of 

every  difference  amongft  us;  we  could  then 

enter  into  no  quarrel,  that  was  not  fluidly 
and  properly  Bntijh  ■  we  could  have  no 
advantage,  by  which  Great  Britain  would 
not  be  immediately  bettered. 

It  is  eafy  to  be  forefeen  that  France  would 
lire nuou fly  oppofe  any  fuch  meafure;  fo 
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Ihe  undoubtedly  will  whatever  tends  to 
our  intereft  or  to  preferve  the  tranquility  of 
Europe .  But,  in  fadt,  the  thing  never  could 
be  a  prejudice  to  France ,  becaufe  we  have 
nothing  to  expeff,  we  have  nothing  to 
demand,  we  have  nothing  to  take,  from  her. 
And  here,  my  Lord,  I  miuff  again  differ 
from  the  vulgar  opinion,  as  if  France  thought 
the  barrier  of  the  Netherlands ,  an  object  of 
infinite  concern  to  her.  That  file  does  not, 
is,  I  think,  evident  from  her  conduct  at  the 
peace  of  Aix,  la  Chapelley  and  during  the 
preceding  war.  But  fuppofing,  what  I  am 
by  no  means  apprehend ve  of,  that  France 
fhould  make  a  violent  refinance  to  fuch  a 
proportion,  fuppofing  fhe  fhould  go  even  fo 
far  as  to  threaten  to  break  off  all  negotiations 
unlefs  it  is  given  up  •  can  we  imagine,  that 
if  the  other  powers  are  fatisfied,  France 
will  be  able  to  keep  her  depofite  in  her 
hands,  and  overthrow  the  falutary  work  of 
peace.  She  muff,  in  that  cafe,  ftand  fingle 
and  unfupported  ;  the  moft  fortunate  event 
that  cou  d,  at  this  time,  happen  to  Great 
¥>rttain  and  her  allies.  Let  it  not.  however 
be  thought,  that  I  am  an  advocate  for  having 
£very  conceffion  made  to  us  without  giving 
any  thing  up  to  our  opponents.  No  :  let  11s 
relax  fo  far  as  to  give  up  even  the  capital 
point  of  the  entire  demolition  of  Dunkirk , 
yvhich  we  have  a  right  to  demand  by  the 
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mod:  folemn  treat es.  But  this  is  a  concef- 
fion  that  our  own  Safety  cannot  admit  of, 
without  fuch  an  equivalent,  as  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  being  made  to  us,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part ;  for  I  fhould  be  extremely  in¬ 
different  about  any  extenfion  of  territory, 
could  we  be  poiTefled  of  fecurity.  Let 
any  man  throw  his  eyes  upon  our  news-pa¬ 
pers,  a  few  years  agt>,  till  the  laft  blow  that 
was  ftruck  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke  again  ft  the 
French  fleet,  and  let  him  confider  the  mar¬ 
ches  and  countermarches  to  and  from  Dun¬ 
kirk,  which  they  are  filled  with.  Let  him 
reflect  upon  the  immenfe  expences,  and  the. 
dreadful  alarms  to  public  credit,  which 
every  intelligence  of  that  kind,  however 
groundlefs,  occafioned,  and  he  will  eafily  fee 
with  what  juftice  we  ought  to  infill  upon 
the  entire  demolition  of  that  port  and  har¬ 
bour.  Were  we  to  make  a  peace  to  morrow 
my  Lord,  with  France ,  will  it  not  ftiil  be  in 
her  power  to  renew  the  fame  alarms  upon 
every  trifling  occafion,  and  without  putting 
herfelf  to  one  Shilling  of  expence,  will  they 
not  be  attended  with  the  f^me  ruinous 
effedts  with  regard  to  us  ? 

Whoever  has  read  the  papers  published 
by  the  partizans  of  France ,  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  war,  may  eafily  perceive 
how  much  they  comfort  themfelves  with 
the  thoughts,  that  they  will  be  able  to  ob- 
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tain  from  Great  Britain  a  moil  valuable  con- 
fideration  out  of  her  conquefts  by  the  ren¬ 
dition  of  Port  Mahon.  They  are  encouraged 
in  this  by  the  public  outcries  which  reached 
the  throne  from  all  quarters,  by  tne  facri- 
fice  that  was  made  to  national  juftice,  and  by 
the  general  confternation  that  enfued,  upon 
the  lofs  of  that  place.  But,  my  Lord,  all 
thefe  are  fo  many  proofs,  that  there  may 
be  fuch  a  thing  as  popular  prepoffefficn  as 
the  lofs  of  that  place  has  faved  to  this  nation, 
at  lead,  a  couple  of  millions  of  money, 
which  it  would  have  coll  us,  had  we  kept 
it,  without  being  better’d  by  it  one  Shilling. 
As  we  are  in  no  likelihood  of  having  any 
war  with  Spam,  I  lb  oil  Id  be  extremely  for¬ 
ty  if  our  Miniftry  fhould  accept  of  Port 
Mahon,  though  tendered  to  them  gratis,  if 
we  were  obliged  to  maintain  it  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  we  did  while  it  was  in  our  polTeffion. 
There  is  no  country  in  the  world,  where 
fufferers,  of  every  denomination  are  fo  apt 
to  complain  as  they  are  in  England ;  becaule 
there  is  no  country  where  they  are  lo  well 
heard,  or  where  they  can  complain  with  fo 
much  lafety.  But  fince  the  commencement 
of  this  war,  1  have  neither  read  nor  heard 
a  fingle  complaint  of  any  difadvantage  of 
trade  our  navy  has  been  under,  by  the  lofs' 
of  Minorca.  On  the  contrary,  every  one  re- 
Hedfs  with  fatisfadlion,  that  the  French,  by 
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keeping  it  are  put  to  a  great,  but  fhritlefs, 
expence  of  men  and  money  •  and  we,  bv 
°nng  it,  have  the  ufe  of  3000  of  our  befl 
legmar  troops,  befides  faving  the  immenfe 
urns  confumed  on  the  fortifications,  and 
the  ufelefs  military  eftablifhment  there. 

Minorca ,  my  Lord,  being,  therefore,  laid 
out  of  the  queftion,  what  have  the  French 
to  offer  us,  even  in  part  of  an  equivalent, 
01  t  ic  immenie  expence  of  olood  and  trea- 
•ure,  which  their  injuffice  hascoftus?  I 
mai-_e  no  doubt  if  we  depart  from  the  pre- 
jcnt  poffeffion,  if  we  truft  to  ffationary 
■\yare,  wax*,  peri,  ink,  and  paper,  they  will 
yieid  us  all  we  can  demand  j  nay,  I  believe 
mey  would  oiler  us  more  than  we  ought  to 
demand  :  But,  my  Lord,  experience  tells 
us,  tnat  that  would  be  u;ivin^  and  oiTerino1 
——juft  nothing  at  all.  '  & 

I  fhall  now,  my  Lord,  take  the  liberty 
to  proceed  to  confider  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  future  Congrefs,  independent 
or  her  quarrel  with  France.  We  have,  it  is 
tlUe,  uo  national  war  with  the  Emorefs- 
quccn,  01  hu  confort,  out  we  have  a  °reat 
many  points  to  fettle  with  them,  as  his 
Majefly  is  confeffedly  at  the  head  of  the 
Proteftant  inter  ell  in  Europe.  The  pride, 
ambition,  and  avarice  of  the  Imperial  Court, 
during  this  war,  have  been  feen  in  many 
inftance"  ’"l-  ’  •*•  **  ' 
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They  had  the  infolence  to  pro- 
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fcribe,  not  only  the  King  of  Pruffia ,  with 
whom  they  were  at  war,  but  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  as  Eledtor  of  Hanover,  who,  in  a 
manner  gave  them  the  Empire,  and  ven¬ 
tured  his  royal  perfon,  and  that  of  his  fon, 
at  the  head  of  his  armies,  fighting  in  their 
caufe.  Thofe  profcriptions  were  founded 
upon  arbitary  adts  of  power  ;  they  are  in- 
confiftent  with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
Empire,  and  the  rights  of  its  Eledtors,  and 
other  Princes. 

Thofe  adts  of  injuflice  may  be  repeated 
again  upon  the  firft  umbrage  the  Court  of 
Vienna  (hall  take  at  Proteftants,  even  fup- 
pofing  peace  to  be  re-eftabli(hed.  In  that 
cafe,  in  what  ever  hands  Hanover  is,  Great- 
Britain  muft  become  a  party  in  the  quarrel, 
unlefs  (he  deviates  from  every  fentime nt  of 
true  honour,  and  from  every  maxim  of 
found  policy.  No  general  peace,  therefore, 
my  Lord,  ought  to  take  place,  without 
having  fome  further  fecurity  providedfor  the 
Protellant  intereft  in  Germany ,  and  unlefs 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  the  Aulic 
Council,  in  putting  Eledtors  and  other  Prin¬ 
ces  to  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  is  clearly 
pointed  out  j  and,  if  already  too  exorbitant, 
circumfcribed  j  and  the  whole  Germannic 
body  ought  to  be  the  guarantees  of  the  re¬ 
gulations.  In  the  prefent  low  (late  of  the 
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Proteftant  religion  in  the  Empire,  fuch  re¬ 
gulations  are  abfoiutely  neceffary.  It  is  ex¬ 
tremely  plain,  from  the  condud  of  many 
Proteftant  Princes  there,  who  have  lent 
their  troops  to  fight  againft  the  Proteftant 
intereft,  that  they  either  tremble  under  the 
Auftnan  rod,  or  that  religion,  with  them,  is 
a  mere  matter  of  accident  or  indifference, 
to  'oe  taken  up,  or  laid  down,  according  to 
conveniency.  This  being  the  cafe, 'there 
feerns  to  be  an  abfolute  neceflity  '  of  fome- 
what  farther  being  done  in  favour  of  Pro- 
teftanifm  ;  and  that  too,  fecured  by  the 
ftrideft  guarantee  that  can  be  devifed.  It 
is  true,  my  Lord,  guarantees  are  little  regar¬ 
ded  amongft  great  powers  ;  but  fmall  pow¬ 
ers  fometimes  have  about  them  princi¬ 
ples  of  honour  and  juftice,  that  may  have 
weight  with  great  powers.  Add  to  this,  I 
have  a  much  better  opinion  of  the  German 

•  f  1 

Princes  in  general,  than  I  have  either  of  the 
houfes  of  Bourbon  or  Aujiria.  If  fuch  regu¬ 
lations,  however,  fhould  take  place,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  a  fundamental  law  was 
enaded,  that  no  alterations  fhould  be  made 
in  them  without  a  concurrence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  in  the  Dyetof  the  Empire. 

Th  is  is  the  beft  expedient  that  can  be 
devifed,  to  preferve  them  ;  for  we  have 
known,  in  certain  countries  even  the  Paffa 
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Qonventa  of  their  constitutions  fet  aflde  by  a 
determined  majority. 

I  am  far  from  thinking,  that  there  are 
.  *]ot  other  points,  befides  thofe  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  which  Great  Britain  ought  to  inflft 
upon,  at  the  approaching  C'ongrtfs,  if  ever 
it  Should  fit.  But  as  they  are  matters  that 
dp  not  fo  immediately  affed  her,  I  Shall 
omit  them  in  this  place.  One  thing,  how¬ 
ever,  is  certain,  that  the  fmallelf  objeds 
ought  net  to  be  indifferent  to  her,  if  they 
fegard  the  leaft  Proteftant  power  in  the 
Empire.  What  to  her  may  be  a  matter  of 
the,  flighted:  moment,  may  be  to  them  of 
capital  importance  ;  a  nation  never  appears 
10  great  as  when  fbe  vindicates  the  right  of 
her  meaneft  ally.  ln  fuch  cafes  her  honour 
becomes  tier  intereft. 


While  I  am  upon  thiq  fubjed,  give  me 
leave,  my  Lord,  juft  to  mention  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  his  Poll  pi  Majefty  as  Eledor  of 
Saxony-.  This  was  an  objed,  which  it  is 
well  known,  his  late  Majefty  had  greatly  at 
heart ;  and  he  was  often  heard  to  regret  that 
t]ae  condud  of  the  Saxon  Court  lakfhis  ne¬ 
phew  under  the  necelljty  of  treating  that  E- 
ledorate  as  he  did.  Upon  this  head,  the  in¬ 
tereft  of  Great  Britain  and  Brujfia  feems 
fomewhat  to  clafh.  The  former  certainly  is  in 
tirely  uqconneded  with  the  quarrel  between 
L  e  two  Eledois  \  and,  ip  the  affairs  of  Ger- - 
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many  ought  to  have  nothing  fo  much  in 
view,  as  the  ballancing  the  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  preferving  every 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  Papifts  as  well  asPro- 
teftants,  in  their  juft  rights  and  poffeflions. 
Though  the  Eledtor  is  Popifh,  yet  the 
Electorate  may  be  confidered  as  Proteftant ; 
and  evefy  fuffering  it  is  laid  under,  is  an  in¬ 
jury  done  to  that  ballance  among  the  Ger- 
mannic  Princes,  that  Great  Britain  ought 
always  to  maintain.  This  may  be  the  more 
eafily  effected,  as  his  P ruffian  Majefty  de¬ 
clared,  that  he&originally  feized  Saxony  on¬ 
ly  by  way  of  depofite  for  his  own  fecurity. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  my  Lord, 

I  cannot  think  that  the  intereft  of  any  Ger¬ 
man  Prince  ought  to  be  indifferent  to  us  ; 
for  the  more  independent  they  are  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria ,  the  fewer  occafions  Great 
Britain  will  have  to  concern  herfelf  with 
the  affairs  of  the  Continent.  I  (liould  now. 
my  Lord,  proceed  to  take  notice  of  many 
other  points  of  intereft  which  Great  Britain 
has  at  prefent  to  fettle,  with  Holland,  in  par¬ 
ticular  ;  but  as  I  perceive  the  Ambaffadors 
only  of  the  belligerant  Powers  are  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Congrefs,  thofe  matters,  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking,  are  foreign  to  the  fubjedt  of 
this  Letter. 

Before  I  conclude,  my  Lord,  I  muft 

mention  the  cafe  of  the  {hips  taken  from 
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the  French  before  the  formal  declaration 
of  war.  I  call  it  the  formal  declaration, 
becaufe  it,  in  fa d,  was  no  more  than  a 
formality,  the  French  having  made  the 
real  declaration,  when,  taking  advantage  of 
the  mift  of  negociations,  they  forcibly  in¬ 
vaded  our  poffeffions  in  America.  .  If  we 
were  warrantable  in  point  of  public  juftice, 
in  taking  thofe  (hips,  we  muft  have  taken 
them  either  by  way  of  reprifal,  or  depofite. 
If  they  were  taken  as  reprifals,  they  ought 
to  anfwer  for  our  expences,  and  the  dama¬ 
ges  we  have  fuftained,  both  before  and 
fince  the  declaration  of  war.  If  they  weie 
taken  by  way  of  depofite,  it  muff  be  to  make 
good  fome  claim,  and  to  anfwei  for  it  as  a 
fecurity.  But,  my  Lord,  I  am  afraid,  the 
mortgage  is,  by  this  time,  foie-clofed, 
and  that  the  money  that  has  arifen  from 
the  fale  of  thofe  prizes  will  not  pay  fix 
months  intereft  of  the  fum  that  the  war  has 
coitus.  I  fhallbut  juft  mention,  that  tho 
it  would  be  unrealonable  that  io  public  a 
good,  as  a  general  peace,  Ihould  be  obftrud- 
ed  on  account  of  private  perfonsj  yet  if  there 
is  a  private  cafe  wherein  all  the  laws  of  evi¬ 
dence,  and  of  that  right  and  equity  that 
fhould  prevail  amongft  nations,  have  been 
violated,  to  the  prejudice  of  private  people, 
and  in  favour  of  the  French ,  the  fufferets 

ought  to  be  indemnified  out. of  the  enemy’s 
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property.  Such  was  and  is  the  cafe  of  the  - 
1  Li'*1’"1''6  °J  the  ^kMcm  Privateer. 

■h= moft  ;siv^:ribe  myfe,f- with 


My  Lord , 


your  Lordjh'.p' s  mod  faithful^ 
tnoji  obedient ,  bumble  Servant 
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